Fallen Angels Unit

Layered Curriculum, American Literature

Ms. Myers
The following is a list of learning activities which offer several different ways for you to earn the grade you want to for this unit.  Your choices include reading, writing, researching, acting, speaking, creating, and, most of all, thinking.  You choose what amount of work you want to do, and you also choose when you want to do the work.  The catch is that I am on a schedule, and in order for me to grade completed work, you need to be on a schedule too.

You may turn in work for only pieces of work at a time.  Two of those are a quiz and a study question.
FOR A “C” GRADE 
175 points

1. 
Five quizzes on background, literary terms and reading.  Written responses.

105 possible--timely

Study Questions for each section of the novel.  Verbal responses to teacher’s choice of 5 per section.  Each verbal response is worth two (2) points

40 possible--timely

Make a collage reflecting a theme from the novel.  Use poster board and include substantive pictures and words.  Write passages from the novel on the back of your collage to support your theme.

15—anytime 

Create a written character chart of important details about each character ’s background and personality traits:  Richie Perry, Peewee Gates, Lieutenant Carroll, Jenkins, Johnson, Sergeant Simpson, Monaco, Lobel, and Walowick.  Give page numbers where textual references are found.  Each completed description is worth three (3) points.

27—near the end of the novel 

Complete page 44 worksheet and/or page 47 worksheet on characterization

20—at the end of the novel

Type a letter (200+ words) home to the parents of a fallen soldier in battle or write an obituary.  Include details from the text about character and events surrounding his/her death.
10—anytime 

Choose five (5) interesting or unfamiliar vocabulary words from the novel.  Make a four-part chart that includes the following:  the word, the definition, the word used in sentence, and include a colored illustration of the word’s meaning.  For extra credit—act out the meaning of the words.

25 possible—anytime 

Write a prediction paragraph (at the end of any section) telling what you expect to happen in the next section.  Cite at least two (2) examples of foreshadowing or implication to support your prediction.  Your paragraph will be 8-10 sentences.

40 possible—timely 

Draw a visual representation of two scenes from the novel.  Write on the back setting, action, and characters.  Also, verbally explain why you chose that scene.

20 possible—timely 

Select a soundtrack that represents one scene from the novel.  Submit evidence from both texts that clearly shows a relationship, i.e., quotes and lyrics, and attach a typed explanatory paragraph of 8-10 sentences.

15—anytime 

Give an enthusiastic, articulate, passionate reading of a selection (alone or with a partner).  Give a verbal explanation of why you chose that scene.  This scene must be different from the scene in #9, should you choose to do #9.  Delivery is everything!  Maximum of two readings.

20 maximum—timely 

You must earn 150 points before you can be graded on “B” work.
FOR A “B” GRADE

Choose one (1) of the following.

Create a book jacket (11” x 17” minimum) that could be used for a hardbound edition of Fallen Angels.  Include an introductory summary of the story and a brief biography of the author on the flaps.  Your purpose is to persuade readers to buy the book, but you must also be true to the flavor and purpose of the novel.  You will want to create a striking illustration for the jacket as well.

Type an original poem (substantive in length and content) about the topic of war.  Include and identify in writing at least five (5) poetic devices.  Examples include: metaphor, simile, rhyme, alliteration, anaphora, imagery, and symbolism.
You must earn passing points before you can be graded on “A” work.
FOR AN “A” GRADE

Choose one (1) of the following.  
Videotape interviews of three (3) people over the age of 50 responding to the following question:
“What do you remember most vividly from 

the Viet Nam Era and why?”


      Interviews should last between 3 – 5 minutes per person, and you want to

      choose the best interview to show to the class, verbally comparing the videotape

      responses with your own response to the novel and the research you have

      done.

OR

Create and present an original PowerPoint of 10 slides (minimum) that selects at least one issue found in the novel and compare it to the history the issue is meant to represent. Each slide should have only a few bullet points (phrases and fragments only) and at least one photo or graphic.
For instance, one soldier is killed when he steps on a landmine shortly after arriving in Vietnam. Compare this to the real Vietnam experience.  How prevalent was landmine use?  How many soldiers were injured and killed by landmines? Include in your presentation a works cited (the last slide) using MLA format.  

Other “issues” brought out by the book:
The Draft

Harlem

Poverty

Availability of college for the poor
Drug use among military

Booby-traps

Vietnamese villagers caught in the middle

Viet Cong/guerrilla warfare

North Vietnamese Army

South Vietnamese Army

Tunnels

Key battles

Protests in America

Racism in the military/America

Nurses in Vietnam

Medical challenges in the field

Name ___________________________________



Hour _____

Fallen Angels Unit Grade Sheet

“C”

Quizzes

Background/Reading/Terms


/10
/25
/20
/20
/25

2.
Study Questions



/10
/10
/10
/10


3.
Collage  ________






/15

4.
Character Chart  ________ (9 characters)



/27

5.
Worksheets _____ pg. 44  _____pg. 47



/10
/10

6.
Typed letter/obituary for fallen soldier




/10

7.
Vocabulary charts (+) 



/5
/5
/5
/5
/5

8.
Prediction paragraphs  __________


/10
/10
/10
/10

9.
Scene Drawings  _____  _____





/10
/10

10.
Soundtrack of one scene  __________





/15
11.
Scene reading  __________
__________



/10
/10

TOTAL FOR  “C” must be at least 175 points




____/175
“B”

Book Jacket  _____

Original Poem  _____

“A”

Video of interviews with commentary

OR

PowerPoint
