Fallen Angels

study questions for chapters 1-5

Characters

Perry:


Gates:

Johnson:

Jenkins:

Lobel:

Monaco:

Brunner:

Lt. Carroll:

Terms

“the world”:

“in country”:

“Victor Charlie”:

“in the deep”:

“angel warriors”:

“Willy Peter”:

ARVN:

Chapters 1-5

1. In what year does the story begin?

2. Why did Peewee join the army?  What does this information tell you about the life Peewee had prior to joining up?

3. What kind of “medical profile” does Perry have?  How did he injure himself before being sent to Vietnam?

4. Johnson, Peewee, and Jenkins are observed sleeping by Perry. What does the position in which each sleeps suggest about them?

5. On page 29, Perry says Johnson and his M-60 rifle “fit each other.”  What does this comment suggest about Johnson?

6. Perry’s first time out on patrol was uneventful.  What happens as the patrol heads back to base camp?

7. Why can’t Perry write to his mother about Jenkins’ death?

8. The troop goes to a village to participate in “Chieu Hoi.”  What is “Chieu Hoi”? 

9. How are the villagers caught in the middle of the war?

10. What is the significance of Captain Stewart’s “body count” and what kind of impact will it have on the members of Alpha Company?
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study questions for chapters 6-11

Terms

HQ:

LZ:

LURP:

Molotov cocktail:

domino theory:

spook:

DMZ:

Characters

Lt. Gearhart:

Doyle:

Chapters 6-11

1. What is unreal for Perry following the death of the VC soldier?

2. What does the official report say about the number of VC killed during the last patrol?  What is the reality of the situation?

3. What is “Damn Nam Jungle Rot”?

4. What evidence is there of racial tension within the company?

5. What tragic mistake is made by Charlie Company while on patrol?

6. How does the mistake impact Perry?

7. Why is Lobel so angry after reading the letter from his father?

8. What does the letter from Lobel’s father suggest about the mood of the public toward the war and the soldiers who were fighting it?

9. What happens to Echo Company during their pacification mission to the same hamlet Alpha Company visited just days before?

10. What is the difference between the VC and the NVA?
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study questions for chapters 12-16

Terms

Hogs:

bivouacked:

KIAs:

Chapters 12-16

1. What is the reaction of the platoon to the news from the U.S. that young men are burning their draft cards?

2. Explain what happens during the first patrol with Lt. Gearhart.

3. What is ironic about Perry’s original placement of the claymore?

4. What happens to Walowick shortly after they arrive at the village?

5. Why does Perry think his hands are bleeding after he killed the VC?

6. On page 154, what are the evacuation helicopters referred to as?

7. What does Peewee do to Perry when he starts crying?

8. On pages 162-163 Perry writes about fears of the darkness.  What does the darkness symbolize?

9. Describe a spider hole.

10. Why does Stewart show no mercy to the VC who wants to surrender?

11. How is Perry both lucky and unlucky?

12. What evidence is there that fighting in the jungle changes men?
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study questions for chapters 17-23

Terms

ONTOS

Chapters 17-23

1. What is the bad news Peewee gives Perry when he returns to his unit?

2. What horrible incident happens at the end of chapter 17?

3. What makes this incident particularly despicable?

4. When many American soldiers are killed at once, what do the survivors do with the dead?

5. Perry says he is afraid of the dead soldiers.  What does he mean by this statement?

6. Notice the mutiny on page 220.  Why does this happen?

7. Who do we find out is supplying the Vietcong with their weapons?  (p. 236)

8. How does Lobel lose his innocence in chapter 21?  What is his reaction?

9. “We were all afraid of the dark.” (p. 243) “The light terrified me.” (p. 245)

Explain how both statements can be true.  What does this say about the soldiers’ mental/emotional states?

10. How do Perry and Peewee save Monaco’s life and the lives of other men?

11. If a soldier is not hurt badly enough to return to the States, how can he ensure being sent back?

