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Research Project
What is MLA research?

Who is an interesting famous person?
128 points

Purpose:  


To learn how to properly research a topic, format an MLA paper, and to learn about an intriguing person.

Project Components:


1.   Udel Website worksheet
(hand this in as soon as you finish)
16

2.   Website Validity worksheet (hand this in as soon as you finish)
12

3.   Source Cards (2)  sources include 1 book and 1 UDel website
10


4.   Note Cards
(5)  3 for book, 2 for Udel website

10

5.   Thesis Statement  (three prong and last sentence of PP one)
10

6.   Paper at least a page and a half in length in length

20


7.   In text citations (4) properly MLA formatted-two per source
10
8.   Proper MLA formatting for paper




10

9.   Proper MLA Works Cited





10

10.  Corrected Sample Research Project (find at least 40 errors)       20



(hand this in as soon as you finish)

Directions:


What is research? What types of research have you done in the past? Through this activity, you will learn about: the Udel website for accurate research using reliable sources, how to write source cards which become your Works Cited page, how to take notes on note cards, how to write a three prong thesis statement, and the proper formatting for an MLA paper.
We will spend the week of May 6 in the library. All work must be handed in by May 14.
To access the UDlib site while at home use the following information:

Go to the MHPS website

Click on for students

Click on library and  research

Click on Click HERE to access the University of Delaware Library Resources
ID-udlibsearch

Password: homeaccess

Source cards
Directions: Use the book that you read for your one pager 3rd marking period. Simply look up your book on the library card catalog, if you do not have a copy of it in your hand. Use the information you find to complete the MLA information. If you cannot find the book on the library card catalog, look your book up online to find the publishing information. This is your first source. For the second source, use the UDlib search site and search for the person you learned about (Biography in Context is a useful source). Select an article about your person. This will be the one that you will use for this paper. Skim the article. Create your source card.

Must create 2, one for book and one for UdLib website source
These cards become your Works Cited sources


MLA proper formats 
*Be sure to write on the source card exactly how it will appear in your works cited page.  Begin on the left hand side and indent all lines after the first (opposite a paragraph).

*Pay close attention to punctuation, underlining, and quotation marks.
*When handwriting book title and journal titles, underline instead of italicizing
*Please double space your source card, just as you will in your Works Cited page.

Work from an Online Database
Author’s last name, first name. “title of article.” Name of journal. volume number Year: 

page number. Name of database. Web. Your date of access inverted. 
Book

Author’s last name, first name.  Title. Publishing place: publisher, year of publication. 

Print.
Note cards
Directions: Must create 5: 3 for the book and 2 for the Udlib source. You already have three notes for your book. Copy them from your one pager sheet.
Note: These become your facts to use as in text citations


*Place quotation marks around quotes (any direct information from source).

*The topic is to classify and organize your notes. Make it specific.
*The source number should correspond with the source card for each source. For example your book may be source 1: so each note card from that source will also receive a 1 in the top right hand corner. Your Udel site would then be source 2: the source card for that would have a 2 and so would the note cards for that source.

*Notes handwritten should be single spaced.

*Notes may be facts, quotes, or paraphrased information about your person; you only need quotation marks if they are quoted directly from your source.
Thesis Statement

Your paper is about a person that you find interesting.

This thesis statement must be three prong and it must be the last sentence of your first paragraph.

Topic


Stance/opinion (what you will prove about your person)

Three supports/reasons
Ex. Joe Biden is a truly inspirational person because of his ability to overcome personal adversities, his domestic and international political achievements, and his outstanding ability to maintain a balance between his personal and professional lives.

Topic: Joe Biden


Stance: is a truly inspirational person


Three supports: 1 ability to overcome personal adversities, 2 his domestic and international political achievements, and 3 ability to maintain a balance between his personal and professional lives.

In Text Citations
Must have 4: 2 per source
Use the facts written on your note cards
When you use facts and ideas from someone else, you must give that person/source credit.  Otherwise you are plagiarizing. There are many ways to incorporate in text citations. See your Pocket Style Manual (page 107 and 122-130) for further ways, but we will use just this one in our paper. 
1.  
Place quotation marks around any part of the citation that is direct information 


from the source.     Ex.  “Joe Biden is the vice president of the United States”.

2.  
Cite all information with the author’s last name.   Ex.  (Smith).


If you are citing information from a source with no author, cite a one word 


shortened version of the title.  Ex. (“Health”).
3.  
 Include the page number of where you found the information.  Ex. (Smith 23).


If there is no page number (a web database) then go to print preview to see which page it 


would print out on. Ex. (“Health” 1).
4.  
Be sure you have parenthesis around the citation.  Ex. (Smith).
5.  
Be sure that you end the citation with quotation marks around the quote with out a 


period in the quote.  Ex.  “…” (Smith 23).

6.  
End with a period outside the parenthesis so it is one long sentence. 
Ex.  “…” (Smith 23).
Example:

“When Joe was a child, his family struggled financially and Joe faced and overcame challenges resulting from these struggles” (Biden 4).

“Worldwide, laboratories now have confirmed 848 of the new swine flu in 18 countries, according to the World Health Organization” (“Health” 1).

Formatting an MLA paper

MLA gives specific information on how to format a paper (page 155-157).
HEADER:  at the top right corner of every page should be your last name and the page number.

Example:








         Cebula 1

IDENTIFICATION:  Instead of a title page, the first page should have the following information, single spaced (some MLA guides say to double, but to save paper, we will single space), left indented.

Your name

Teacher’s name

Course title and meeting time

The due date, inverted







Title (centered)

Example: 

Mallory Smith

Mrs. Cebula








Smith 1

MYP Year 4 English 9 period 6

15 May 2009

The Rise of Joe Biden

Joe Biden is the Vice President of the United States.  He is a courageous man who 

supports Barack Obama and his policies for change.

The entire MLA paper should be typed:  The paper must be typed, double spaced, Times New Roman, font size 12, margins 1 inch
Works Cited
A proper MLA paper has a works cited page that includes the sources cited in the paper.  These sources are typed in alphabetical order by the first word of the citation (pages 157-158).
Last name page number

Works Cited (centered)

First alphabetized source with proper MLA.

Second alphabetized source with proper MLA.

Example:
Smith 4

Works Cited

Biden, Joe.  Promises to Keep.  New York:  Random House Publishers, 2007. Print.
Johnson, Anthony.  “Mr. Vice President:  Joseph Biden.”  The News Journal.  5 Jan. 

2009: B2. Delaware Online. Web. 1 Feb. 2009.
*Note that the title is Times New Roman, font sized 12, with no bolding, italics, or quotation marks---just like the rest of the paper!

*Note that the sources are double spaced.  
*Each source has a period at the end.  
*Be sure to italicize titles of books, magazines, and newspapers and put quotation marks around titles of articles, since you are typing them.
Name_______________________________

Research Project
Grading Rubric

80 points

1.  Source Cards (2)  sources include 1 book and 1 UDel website
10




2.  Note Cards
(5)






10

3. Thesis Statement  (three prong and last sentence of 
paragraph one)





10

4. Paper 1 ½ pages paragraphs in length



20

5. In text citations (4) properly MLA formatted: two per source
10

6. Proper MLA formatting for paper (header on each page, 
10

MLA heading single spaced, title, paper is typed, double 
spaced, times new roman, font size 12)






7.  Proper MLA Works Cited





10

You must submit your paper to turnitin.com and include a receipt of submission in order to earn credit.

Comments:

Name_______________________________

Sample Research Paper 20 points
Directions: Pretend that you are the teacher and correct the following pages of a real student research paper. Find and correct at least 40 errors. See page 159-160.
Mallory Smith








           Smith 4

Mrs. Cebula

CP English 9 period 3

May 12, 2009

“Joe Biden:  The Inspiration of a Nation”

Not many people receive personal phone calls from the President of the United States at their homes while they are in the middle of a gardening task.  Not many people have survived two brain aneurisms or argued with international war criminals.  Not many U.S. Senators put in a full day at their Washington office and then head to their home state each evening to babysit their children and cook a spaghetti dinner.  But then, Joe Biden Jr. has never been just an “Ordinary Joe”.  Many only know Joe Biden as being the Vice President of the United Sates, but his story certainly doesn’t begin in 2008.  Joe Biden is a truly inspirational person because of his ability to overcome personal adversities, his domestic and international political achievements, and his outstanding ability to maintain a balance between his personal and professional lives.


“Joe Impedimenta” was the nickname Joe Biden was given by fellow classmates in a high school Latin class (Biden page 3).  The nickname was well suited for Joe in light of the number of obstacles he had to overcome before becoming the great man that he is today.  When Joe was a child, his family struggled financially and Joe faced and overcame challenges resulting from these struggles page 4.  One of his first challenges was to overcome the unfamiliarity of a different environment.  Joe Biden spent his early years in Scranton, Pennsylvania but later moved to Delaware with his family.  Joe’s father went to school in Wilmington.  As far back as he could remember, Joe had had a really troublesome stuttering problem.  When he was in the third grade, Joe was mocked by one of his teachers, a nun, for not pronouncing a word correctly after she forced him to read aloud.  One of Joe’s greatest desires as a child was to one day earn his way into Archmere Academy.  His father, because of the family’s limited finances, asked Joe if he could go to Sallies, which had a lower tuition, or Mount Pleasant, which was one of the best high schools in the state and was free (page 18).  
“But I had my heart set on Archmere,” said Biden, “and I found out that they were willing to do work-study programs for students whose families couldn’t swing the tuition (Biden 18)”.  So, he worked hard and was able to attend the prestigious school.  One of the darkest and most depressing times in Joe’s life was when his first wife, Neilia, and his infant daughter Naoimi, were killed in a car accident that also left his two sons, Beau and Hunter, in critical condition.  Joe recalled the event in his book, saying, “It was a physical sensation, like a little pinprick at the center of my chest.  I could already feel Neilia’s absence.  “‘She’s dead,’ I said, ‘isn’t she?’” (Joe 79).  Later in his life, Biden developed two brain aneurisms that nearly killed him.  In fact, when Joe’s second wife Jill came to the hospital to visit her husband, a nurse standing outside the room said, “Oh hi Mrs. Biden, Don’t go in right now, they’re giving him last rights” (Biden).  Jill Biden stormed into the room anyway and tried to put a stop to the ceremony.  Against all odds, Joe managed to survive the two aneurisms and two surgeries that, if they did not kill him, could have left him mentally handicapped (228).  


Mr. Joe Biden also manages to balance his work and personal life remarkably well.  All of this makes him a truly inspirational person because of his ability to overcome personal adversities, his domestic and international political achievements, and his outstanding ability to maintain a balance between his personal and professional lives.  From working his way into Archmere up to getting elected as Vice President, Joe Biden’s life story is truly one of going from rags to riches with extreme highs and lows along the way.  His dedication to his country and his children are admirable.  Joe Biden truly is the inspiration of a nation.

Smith

Works Sited Page

Joseph Biden.  “Promises to Keep” (book)  New York City, New York, USA.  Random House publishing company:  2007

Johnson Anthony  Mr. Vice President:  Joseph Biden.  “The News Journal”  January, 5 

2009: B2 and pages 30-32. Delaware Online. Print and Web 2009 Feb. 14.
(You may wish to simply rewrite the citations correctly on separate paper or here on the bottom.)
Name_______________________________

Udel Website worksheet 16 points
How do you use the UDel Library website?

What can you learn on this site?

Directions: Complete the following activities and you are sure to become an expert of this helpful resource!

1. Click the UDlib search icon on the screen. Click on high school under databases.
2. Choose one of the English Language Encyclopedias (red box with white writing).

Search for your favorite food. Ex: apple

Your food ____________________________________

List 2 article titles that you find (place quotation marks around the title) and include one fact from each article. One article will directly relate to your topic, the other might not.
A. Title:______________________________________________________
Fact _____________________________________________________________

B. Title:______________________________________________________

Fact _____________________________________________________________

What conclusion can you draw about the usefulness of researching with encyclopedias? Why?_____________________________________________________________

3. Go back to the homepage for the UDlib site. Choose an alternate database (not an encyclopedia or Expanded Academic ASAP).
Database: ___________________________________________________________

Choose and search an interesting topic. Ex. Teen pregnancy.

Your topic ________________________________________________________

Choose an article (with quotation marks) from a magazine, newspaper, or journal of interest on your topic and write down one fact from the article.

Title ________________________________________________________

Fact _____________________________________________________________Write the proper MLA source citation for the article: scroll to the bottom, it may be there.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is one interesting feature of the database that you searched? Why?
_____________________________________________________________

4. Go back to homepage for the UDlib site. Go to Databases for Getting Started, click on Expanded Academic ASAP.

Search for Maya Angelou.

Choose one article about Maya and write down the title (with quotation marks).

Skim the article and write down one fact that you learn from the article.

Title: ________________________________________________________

Fact _____________________________________________________________

Write the proper MLA source citation for the article.

Citation ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

5. What is one thing you found useful about this website?

_____________________________________________________________

Website Validity worksheet 12 points 

How do you know a website is valid?

Directions: Complete the following activity so that you learn why Wikipedia is not a good source and how to determine whether a website is a valid source or not.

1. Go to Wikipedia.org.

2. Select English.

3. Under the Heading: Interaction, found on the left hand side, select About Wikipedia.

4. Read this page. Then answer the following questions.

5. Who can edit Wikipedia? ____________________________________

6. How is Wikipedia different from paper sources? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

7. Back to About Wikipedia. Click on What Wikipedia is not. What are four things that Wikipedia is not? A._________________________________________B._________________________________C._________________________________________D._______________________________

8. Click on Using Wikipedia as a research tool. Click on Researching with Wikipedia. What is Wikipedia’s statement on using it as a source? Why might that be? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Scroll down to Wikipedia Risk Disclaimer and select. What does it tell you on that page? _________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10. Search online for: The Chronicle Jimmy Wales. Then click on the article Wikipedia Founder Discourages Academic Use of His Creation - Wired ...June 12, 2006   Why, according to the founder of Wikipedia should you not use it as a source when researching? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Go back to Wikipedia. Search for a famous person. Then, answer the following eight bulleted questions in connection with the page on your person. (These 8 questions are ones you will ask yourself anytime you are checking a source for validity pg 99)


1. Is there an author?______________________________________________________________


2. Can you tell whether an author is knowledgeable and credible?__________________________


3. Who, if anyone, sponsors the site? _________________________________________________


4. What does the URL tell you? (.com, .org, etc.) _______________________________________


5. Why was the site created? _______________________________________________________


6. Who is the site’s intended audience? _______________________________________________


7. How current is the site? _________________________________________________________


8. How current are the site’s links? __________________________________________________

12. So, based on the eight questions you answered in #11, do you think the website Wikipedia is a valid source for your research? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
								Source #


Proper MLA
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Biden, Joe.  Promises to Keep.  New York:  Random House 


	


Publishers, 2007. Print.						
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Topic								Source #


 Notes or quotes























								Page #





Biden’s Life							1





“Joe Biden’s nickname was Joe Impedimenta when in high school Latin class.”
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