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Textbook:

MODERN CHEMISTRY.  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2006.
Course Overview:

Chemistry is a semester long course taught on the secondary/college entry level.  Chemistry entails the study of the composition, properties, and transformations of substances and various elementary forms of matter.  Upon successful completion of the course a student will be awarded one full credit in science.  Students will also gain knowledge of scientific methods and the proper use of laboratory equipment.  The course is taught using a variety of teaching methods including self- inquiry, lecture, group presentations, and labs.  

Requirements:

Students are expected to be punctual and attend class regularly.  Loss of class time will limit the students’ comprehension of the material therefore adversely affecting their grade.  Students are expected to bring the appropriate materials to class everyday.  This includes a textbook, writing utensil, paper, and calculator.  Students are also expected to have a positive attitude and willingness to learn.

Grading Procedure:

Grades are determined on a percentage basis based upon the following categories:

Tests





50%

Classwork/Groupwork


30%

Quizzes




20%

The following grading scale will be used:

90-100

A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

0 –59

F

Topics to be covered:   (there may be slight variations to the order in which the following topics will be covered)
Metric System

Scientific Notation

Significant Figures

Accuracy vs. Precision

Percent Error

Density

Physical vs. Chemical Properties and Changes

Intensive and Extensive Properties
Atomic Theory

Subatomic Particles

Ions and Isotopes

Nuclear Decay (alpha, beta, half-life)

Periodic Table (history, organization, trends)

Electron Configuration

Chemical Bonding

Nomenclature

Formula Writing

Percentage Composition, Formula Mass, Empirical Formulas

Molar Conversions (mole concept)

Balancing Equations

Classifying Chemical Reactions

Stoichiometry

Limiting Reactant, Percent Yield, Theoretical Yield

Temperature and Pressure Conversions

Kinetic Molecular Theory

Gas Laws (Boyle’s, Charles’, Dalton’s, Ideal, and Combined)

Phase Diagrams and Heating Curves

Lewis Structures (VSEPR, Molecular Geometry)

Enthalpy

Calorimetry

Solutions (Molarity, Molality, Mole Fraction)

Redox

Acids/Bases

-

Procedures for Tests and Quizzes:
During testing students will provide a pencil, eraser, paper, and scientific calculator.  The instructor will provide all other necessary supplies needed for the exam.  The student will not copy any portion of the exam, communicate with other students during the exam period, or possess any unauthorized materials.  The student is not permitted to share calculators, pencils, or any other materials during the examination period.  Unauthorized material programmed into the student’s calculator is not permitted.  Failure to comply will result in a zero on the exam.
Attendance Policy:

In order to earn a passing quarter grade in a course, any student who misses more than four classes, not including school-related absences, will be required to pass a comprehensive quarter exam or project, in addition to having an overall passing grade for the quarter.  A student must be in class for at least half the period to be considered present.  
Grading Procedure (part two- additional info):

Tests

50%

-Usually 4-6 exams per quarter including a comprehensive quarter exam.  Exams are typically a combination of short response, multiple-choice, and essay format.  

Classwork
30%

-Classwork includes all assignments other than tests and quizzes (labs, homework, group projects, self-assessments, etc.). The due date for all assignments will be clearly communicated to the student.  Late work will not be accepted.  Homework is given on a regular basis.
Quizzes
20%

-Quizzes range in length from 5-10 questions.  These short assessments are often unannounced and draw from material that was recently covered.
www.new.schoolnotes.com
The daily agenda is posted on new.schoolnotes.com.  The website allows parents to track daily assignments and homework; it also allows students who are absent to keep up to date.
