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Salisbury High School 


Bill of Rights In the News





03.01.10 - Facebook and the First Amendement�
�
Synopsis: When high school student Katie Evans was upset with her teacher, she created a Facebook page mocking her teacher, whom she identified by name, as “the worst teacher I've ever met.” She wrote that the page was for “those select students who have had the displeasure of having [the teacher], or simply knowing her and her insane antics: Here is the place to express your feelings of hatred.” Evans took the page down after three days. When the principal learned what she had done, Evans was suspended and removed from Advanced Placement class. She sued the principal, and a judge ruled that her suit could proceed. This month’s Bill of Rights in the News focuses on this issue and Evans’s claim that her punishment violated her First Amendment Rights.





Bill of Rights Resources





The First Amendment


� HYPERLINK "http://www.constitutionbee.org/user/StudentGuide.aspx?id=787" ��http://www.constitutionbee.org/user/StudentGuide.aspx?id=787�





News Resources





Can You Trash Your Teacher on Facebook? 


� HYPERLINK "http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/trash-teacher-facebook/story?id=9903651" ��http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/trash-teacher-facebook/story?id=9903651�





Judge: Dissing a teacher on Facebook is protected speech


� HYPERLINK "http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/02/federal-judge-rules-that-dissing-a-teacher-on-facebook-is-protected-speech/1" ��http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/02/federal-judge-rules-that-dissing-a-teacher-on-facebook-is-protected-speech/1�





Facebook gripes protected by free speech, ruling says


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/ptech/02/16/facebook.speech.ruling/index.html" ��http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/ptech/02/16/facebook.speech.ruling/index.html�
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Why did Evans sue the principal, and how did the Court rule when the principal asked to have the case dismissed?











Do you agree with the Court’s ruling? Why or why not? 











Evans created the Facebook page at home. Would it have made any difference if she: 





- had created it at school?


- had spoken the words aloud at school during class?


- had spoken the words privately to a friend during lunch?


- were an adult?











What action, if any, do you think public schools should be able to constitutionally take when students insult teachers on the Internet?











Should the First Amendment protect a student who creates a Facebook page to insult another student? How about a teacher who creates a Facebook page for the purpose of complaining about a disruptive student? Why or why not?
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Questions





1.  Why was Katie Evans suspended from school and removed from Advanced Placement classes? 











2.  Why did Evans sue the principal, and how did the Court rule when the principal asked to have the case dismissed?











3.  Do you agree with the Court’s ruling? Why or why not? 











4.  Evans created the Facebook page at home. Would it have made any difference if she: 





- had created it at school?


- had spoken the words aloud at school during class?


- had spoken the words privately to a friend during lunch?


- were an adult?





5.  What action, if any, do you think public schools should be able to constitutionally take when students insult teachers on the Internet?











6.  Should the First Amendment protect a student who creates a Facebook page to insult another student? How about a teacher who creates a Facebook page for the purpose of complaining about a disruptive student? Why or why not?











Salisbury High School 


Bill of Rights In the News




















