Trim and Tape this sheet inside of your “I-Book” for reference.


QUESTIONS FOR MEMOIRISTS
■ What are my earliest memories? How far back can I remember?

■ What are the most important things that have happened to me in my life so far?

■ What have I seen that I can’t forget?

■ What’s an incident that shows what my family and I are like?

■ What’s an incident that shows what my friends and I are like?

■ What’s an incident that shows what my pet(s) and I are like?

■ What’s something that happened to me at school that I’ll always remember?

■ What’s something that happened to me at home that I’ll always remember?

■ What’s a time when I had a feeling that surprised me?

■ What’s an incident that changed how I think or feel about something?

■ What’s an incident that changed my life?

■ What’s a time or place that I was perfectly happy?

■ What’s a time or place that I laughed a lot?

■ What’s a time or place when it felt as if my heart were breaking?

■ What’s a time with a parent that I’ll never forget?

■ What’s a time with a grandparent that I’ll never forget?

■ What’s a time with a brother or sister that I’ll never forget?

■ What’s a time with a cousin or another relative that I’ll never forget?

■ Can I remember a time I learned to do something, or did something for the first time?

■ What memories emerge when I make a time line of my life so far and note the most important things that happened to me each year?

Heart Maps: 
Draw the biggest single heart you can fit on the page. Think for a moment about all of the things you love: people, places, things, ideas, etc. Use only single words (like “math”) or short phrases (like “the smell of chocolate chip cookies baking”) that will remind you about the things you adore. Jot down all of these things you LOVE inside the heart. You do not have to number the list. Write in any which direction the words will fit inside of the heart. Be creative and challenge yourself to fill up the heart!
QUESTIONS TO HELP MINE YOUR HEART

What has stayed in your heart? What memories, moments, people, animals, objects, places, books, fears, scars, friends, siblings, parents, grandparents, teachers, other people, journeys, secrets, dreams, crushes, relationships, comforts, learning experiences? What’s at the center? The edges? What’s in your heart? (find words and pictures to cut/paste for inspiration also)
Writing Territories (WT): 
Writing territories is a list of writing topics that you personally care about and that you will want to write about. The list is created by you, not the teacher. The list contains topics that are interesting to you and motivating for you to elaborate and share with other people. Create the list and continue to add topics to the list. You will be asked to choose topics from your list for classroom writing projects.
Consider these ideas for collecting your WT list . . .
	memories: early, earlier, and recent

obsessions

idiosyncrasies (characteristic, habit, mannerism, or the like, that is peculiar to an individual)

problems

dreams

itches (see “problems” below)
understandings

confusions

passions

sorrows

risks

accomplishments

fears

worries

fantasies

family, close and distant

friends, now and then
What problem needs solving?

What situation needs correcting?

What issue needs explaining?

What phenomenon needs exploring?

What choice I’ve made or Stand I’ve taken
personal preference?
What needs to be understood by others?
What area of my expertise needs sharing?
	Fads (what’s hot/or not)

favorites, now and then

pets, now and then

teachers, now and then

places: school, camp, trips, 
times away with friends and relatives

hobbies

sports

games

music

books

poems

songs

movies

writers and artists

food

pet peeves (what annoys me?)
beloved things—objects and possessions—now and then

all the “loves” of your life from your Heart Map
What subject that’s close and familiar to me needs to be viewed and considered from a distance?

What point of view needs my powers of persuasion?


CONSIDERATIONS FOR FINAL COPIES

1. Get a dictionary, thesaurus or spellchecker to look up and correct

the spelling of any word you or the teacher circled.

2. Choose the paper and writing implement or font that’s most

appropriate for the final copy.

3. Begin with the date, the title of the piece of writing, and your name.

4. Copy or correct carefully. Note each letter, word, and punctuation

mark, every space, every new paragraph, every line and stanza break.

5. Use appropriate margins and spacing between words and before and

after punctuation (e.g., two spaces after a period or other end-stop

mark when typing, but one space after a comma, colon, semicolon,

dash, apostrophe, or ellipses). If typing, set a tab of one-half inch (or

five spaces), or use the automatic tab feature on the computer.

6. Use your best handwriting or typing.

7. Make it beautiful: clear and inviting to a reader.

8. When you’re done, slowly proofread the final text at a moving-your- lips-pace with a pencil in your hand. Lightly note any final errors

that need correction.

9. Take advantage of the computer spell-checker and thesaurus in making final corrections.

10. Anticipate and practice for the time when a teacher won’t be

available to proofread final copies for you. Follow the publishing rules of the classroom.
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