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Winter Vacation Homework 
for Mrs. Nash's Reading Classes

DUE when we return to school on Monday, January 9, 2012
ENJOY each moment with your Family and Friends this season

and I wish you and your family a Happy, Healthy New Year!

	  What you need:
	What to do:

	· Your IR Novel

· Post-it notes
	**READ! 
Enjoy warming up to a book of your choice. Make sure it is a "just right" book! Read in chunks and monitor your understanding. Remember, it is best to take notes while you are reading so that you can recall certain details later. Use post-it notes to apply sticky strategies during your reading as needed.

	· 2 Movies 
on TV
on DVD
on the Computer

or at the Theater

(your choice)
· Paper 2-4 sheets 

· Colored Markers/Pencils
	**2 Movie SWBTS! 
Enjoy at least 2 movies you have never seen before over the winter vacation. Make sure it is a parent-approved film. If you don't get a chance to watch a new movie, think of 2 you have seen in the past. After the movie, discuss it! What did you like/dislike? What was your favorite part? Did the plot make sense? Were the actor's performances believable? Did you relate to any theme, characters, or events in the plot? Follow the 4 criteria below in order to earn an A!

1. Full front-side of paper only. Your heading information on the back.
2. Title of the movie, and List Leading Actors names and/or year of the movie

3. Colorful hand-drawing and caption of your favorite scene: must include background and foreground details.  Use your own creativity! No cut & paste from existing DVD trailers, pictures, or synopsis. 

4. SWBTS summary.  Write an objective summary in complete sentences. The sentences should flow as if they are in a paragraph. Beware of writing spoilers in the resolution.

	· Thesaurus
· Index cards 
10-20

· Colored Markers/Pencils

· This list of 20 battered words


	**10 Index Cards: 10 Better words for 10 Battered ones! 
You need a thesaurus and index cards for each word. On the front, write the battered word (see numbered words below). On the back, make a list of 10 synonyms that would make better replacements. Challenge yourself to use the newest words in your conversations while you are at home. 7th graders choose 10 odd numbered words below, 8th graders work on 10 even numbered words. (see extra credit below)

1. Good  2. Bad  3. Nice  4. Mean  5. Mad  6. Sad  7. Boring  8. Interesting  9. Nasty  
10. Said  11. Hungry 12. Quiet 13. Funny  14. Hard 15. Fine 16. Easy 17. Happy 

18. Smart 19. Big 20. Little



	· School supplies
	School supplies are great gifts! 

Be sure to restock supplies that we use most often in class (esp. paper, post-its, index cards, paper towels, soap, Kleenex. Mrs. Nash's wish list= Glade "Hawaiian Breeze" automatic spray refill for Airwick Freshmatic timer spray)



	· Agenda Book
· Parent Papers, including this one
	Plan Ahead: review your Agenda book, home calendars, and Parent Papers to help your family plan for upcoming 2012 activities. Especially 8th graders with fundraising, and graduate activities.

	· Internet connection (optional)

	Check Mrs. Nash’s faculty link at www.durkinpark.com or at http://.new.schoolnotes.com to email her, check for class info, or to download copies of handouts you may need over the vacation.
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Grade Recovery is for students in danger of failing with D and F average. Extra Credit is available for students with C or better averages. Both opportunities help to improve student grades. Directions must be followed exactly and the assignments must be turned in on time in order to get credit. NO LATE WORK accepted.

	GRADE RECOVERY

	· Study Island mobile or online
	Study Island ELA. Earn blue or white ribbons on all lessons that are currently incomplete. Retake the building block lessons as many times as needed in order to bring your score up to the passing goal.

	· Reading Textbook

· BP instructions
	Create a "big or little book" Book Project for up to 3 textbook stories that we have already read in class. You must have scored below 70% on the selection test in order to qualify. Each BP must follow the criteria on the BP instruction sheet.

	EXTRA CREDIT

	· Thesaurus

· Index cards 
10-20

· Colored Markers/Pencils
	Same as the required index card assignment above, except make cards for ALL 20 Words. Must be neat, complete, spelled correctly, and of thoughtful quality in order to earn credit.

	· IDEAS???
	Got any performance ideas for the ISAT Pep Rally coming Friday March 2nd?  Find and save an instrumental version of an upbeat song. On LLP, Write lyrics or a skit appropriate for this 4th Annual PEP rally’s motivational theme "ROCK that ISAT!"


