“Are we there yet?” Study Guide for Reading
Use this as a guide to take notes and to study at home for Mrs. Nash’s L.A. Class 
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	 TERM / STRATEGY
	MEANING
	EXAMPLE

	Metaphor and simile.


	Comparisons. A simile uses the words “as” or “like”; a metaphor does not.


	Metaphor: “He’s a pig.”  Similes: “He looks like a pig” and “He is as fat as a pig.”

	Personification.


	Giving human qualities or characteristics to nonhuman objects
	Clouds cry, “Archie” technology hears you when you talk to him with your clickers.

	Symbolism.


	Using one object to stand for something else or to mean something else.
	Actions can be symbolic, such as washing hands to indicate not wanting to be involved.  Some symbols are universal, with generally accepted meanings, such as a crown to mean superiority or the color red to mean danger.

	Irony.


	Conveys the opposite of what is meant or what would be expected. 


	VERBAL irony: Saying “You’re so graceful!” to someone who has just tripped. Sarcasm is verbal irony with attitude, with a mean edge.

SITUATIONAL irony: A lifeguard that drowns in a bathtub. DRAMATIC irony: When the reader (or viewer) knows something the character doesn’t. This is common in horror movies. An example of this is when the heroine runs to Jason for help, when we know he’s the slasher.

	Hyperbole.


	an over-exaggeration to achieve a strong effect
	I’ll give you the moon and stars. being so hungry you could eat a horse, my feet are killing me



	Rhythm and meter.


	Relates to poetry
	Rhythm is the up & down, high & low series of emphases in speech. All speech has rhythm, and each language has its own particular rhythm. Meter is regular rhythm, as in poetry or music.



	Rhyme.


	Sounding alike at the end.
	may—say, patter—matter.

	Assonance.


	Sounding alike in the middle.
	moody blues.

	Alliteration.


	Sounding alike at the beginning.
	Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

	Repetition.


	Saying the same thing over again.
	Seems obvious, but notice that the author has intended to do this, for emphasis.



	Onomatopoeia.


	sounds like what it means
	Pop! Click! Bang! “The pitter-patter of little feet” is full of the “T” sound, which emphasizes the meaning.

	Euphemisms
	a nicer way to say what is really meant, but avoids offending someone or revealing an unpleasant truth.
	A student was held back, rather than the boy failed 6th grade. Refurbished equipment rather than used and rebuilt

	Cliché
	a common or catchy phrase that has become overused
	Considered bad in original writing works. i.e “don’t put off tomorrow what you can do today. Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. You are the spitting image of your mother…  http://www.clichesite.com/index.asp

	Proverb
	a brief quote or saying that expresses a truth about life in a memorable way
	. a fool and his money are soon parted, good things come to those who wait, an apple a day keeps the doctor away. http://www.saidwhat.co.uk/proverb/viewall.php

	Oxymoron
	figure of speech that has a literal contradictory effect
	jumbo shrimp, awfully pretty, among the first,  fresh garbage 

http://www.oxymoronlist.com/

	Pun
	a play on words that have similar sounds, but different meanings
	For the My Life Project, you have to “choose your life wisely”, “your lives are in my hands.” To write with “a broken pencil is pointless”. There once was a cross-eyed teacher who couldn’t control his pupils. http://www.punoftheday.com


	Literal language
	when you say what is meant. It is what it is…
	every word is truthful, accurate, and without exaggeration or stretching reality

	Figurative language
	Not to be taken literally- this is an imaginative comparison to create a specific effect or enhance the details of the story. 
	It may interrupt the order, construction, or meaning to create a particular effect. Metaphors, Idioms and hyperboles are examples of figurative language. “The moon in the sky sparkled like a disco ball.”



	Idiom
	Not to be taken literally: an imaginative comparison to create a specific effect
	"a piece of cake" is sometimes used to describe a task that is easily done. he caught a cold, her head was in the clouds,

	Palindrome
	words or numbers that read the same forward and backward
	MOM, DAD, WOW, RACECAR, 1221, 11, CIVIC

	analogy
	Comparison in the form of a statement in which the relationship between two things is compared to the relationship of two others.
	There are several common types of analogies.
Synonyms and antonyms are usually the easiest because there is an obvious similarity or contrast.
For example, HOT:COLD::wet:dry
For other examples, refer to your reading and/or writing text.

	Acronym
	shortens the word by using only the first letter of each major word
	MLB= Major League Baseball
CPS= Chicago Public Schools

	Denotation
	the actual or direct definition of the word
	The word “cheap” by one direct definition could simply mean inexpensive. 

	Connotation
	indirect meaning- how the word makes you feel: either positively or negatively
	The difference between using the word cheap and inexpensive, could make you feel negatively about the quality of an item. For example: which sounds better- a cheap gift or an inexpensive one?

	Slang
	informal verbal communication that is generally unacceptable for formal writing
	colorful exaggerations used to emphasize the speaker's point; they may also be shortened versions of an often-used word or phrase.
“going to chill at the crib”

	Colloquialisms
	A word, phrase, or form of pronunciation that is acceptable in casual conversation but not in formal, written communication
	considered more acceptable than slang.


	Word Root or Affix
	Meaning
	Examples

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Do you know these words
	Meaning
	Examples

	long passages
	a lengthier work of literature that incorporates characters, events, and other story elements imagined by the author.
	Like a story on a standardized test that is longer than 2 pages.

	Short passages
	Shorter stories or nonfiction pieces of work
	Like a story on a standardized test that has a few paragraphs or a selection that has fewer than 2 pages.

	Plot
	What happens in a story. Most plots follow a certain pattern or structure.
	A beginning, Middle, and end pattern is the triangle: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution

	Characters
	Could be people, animals, imaginary creatures or personified objects
	Major: mostly who is involved in the conflict of the story
Minor: helps progress the story by being involved with the main character somehow

	Setting
	Gives you a reference to when/where the story takes place
	Time period, season, location, and other direct or indirect clues that helps you visualize where events in the story happens

	Conflict and Resolution
	Same as: Problem and solution.
Two types of conflict: internal, external
	Characters could experience problems with themselves (internal), or with others (external)- as in, man vs. man,  man vs. machine, or man vs. nature

	I need to make my best guess when I am asked to answer these types of questions
	Predicting outcomes, drawing conclusions, making inferences, and extending meaning
	That means I need to use my prior knowledge, personal experiences, and underlying ideas from the story to come up with some type of hypothesis or educated guess.

	Motive
	how the events that occur affect him or her.
	

	Point of View
	recognize which character, if any, is telling the story:
1st person: you are in the story, it is from your perspective
2nd person: turns the reader into the character
3rd person: you are not in it so you are telling the story as if you are talking from someone else’s perspective.
3rd person omniscient (all knowing): you know all about what every character is thinking and you can tell the story by describing each of their reactions.


	1st person: it’s about you so use pronouns like “I did this…” and “I saw my…” “We didn’t like that…”
2nd  person: “You walk down the hall and you see your best friend.” a teacher writes in 2nd person to tell (you) what to do. Most instructions are written in 2nd person. like “Mrs. Nash wants you to study this page” rather than me saying I want you to study…”
3rd person: Use pronouns like “he did this” and “she did that” to narrate others- if you are in the story, you name yourself by name, not by using “I”
3rd person omniscient: The show “Everybody Hates Chris” is narrated by an older Chris who tells you about his reflections on characters and events from his childhood as they happen to him. Don’t use “I”

	Moral
	A lesson or virtue that has been demonstrated by the passage…you have to infer it. Do all stories have  moral? No.
	Remember the story “The Green Ribbon?” One might say the moral to that story is “be careful what you ask for!”

	Theme
	It is the message or the main subject that is evident throughout the story. Do all stories have a theme? No.
	Remember the story “Charles?” One theme could be “behaviors of kindergarten boys at school.” A better one could be “the power of manipulation: how even young children can mislead their parents.”

	source

	where the story (or anything) comes from
	fictional stories might come from a magazine or a textbook. You may use a dictionary or thesaurus as a source to look up words you don’t know. 

	QAR strategy- when I think about the type of question before I answer it.
	4 types of Question-Answer-Relationships: 

1. Right There

2. Think and Search 

3. Author and Me

4. On My Own


	Right there: I can find the answer plainly in the passage. Think and search: is when the answer is in the passage, but more indirectly so I have to infer it, or read between the lines. Author and me: I am using the clues from the story and my own experience to come up with the best answer. On My Own: I can answer this question without looking at the text because it is mainly my own experience or ideas.

	SQ3R Reading Strategy
	A 5 step way to set a purpose for reading:
1. Survey

2. Question

3. Read

4. Recite (Respond)

5. Review
	Survey: to skim and scan to look it over- checking out main words and text features. Question: wondering what certain parts mean and forming questions in your mind. Read: Thoroughly reading it, stopping to monitor and clarify

	Monitor and Clarify
	Monitor means check yourself! Stop to ask yourself “do I get this?” after what you just read. If you don’t, you can look up answers yourself or ask for help. Clarify by: Reading a part more than once, looking up a word’s meaning, trying to connect it what you already know, etc
	Chunk a longer piece of reading into smaller reading parts. Stop yourself after each part to make sure you understand what is going on before you continue. If you find that you read a lot, but you don’t understand- it is ok to go back and start again.

	Summarize
	Give “the gist” of a story or passage in your own words. Capture the main ideas or the main plot in your own words.
	Be careful not to just blab about after event, think about the “SWBTS” strategy: Somebody wanted, but, then, so…

	Connect
	How does this relate to something you already know? Reflect on your experiences in 3 ways: yourself, other people, or something you’ve heard about
	Make connections to self, to others, to other texts or subjects you know about, or to something that is happening in the world around you 

	Visualize
	What do you see in your head as you read the words on the page?
	Use the descriptive words or sensory images that the author describes so that you can play the story back like a “movie in your mind”

	Evaluate
	What do you think about it? To evaluate is to use your own my to form an opinion or judgment. 
	To think deeply, reflect on why you either agree or disagree, like or dislike something—offer reasons with support


Most meanings above are modified from original source: http://gale.cengage.com/free_resources/glossary/ and from the Scantron Skills Bank. Use your textbook, the internet and other resources to get more information.

