Beowulf Reading Guide
(adapted from Signet Classic guide; http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/beowulf.pdf)

Chapter 11- 18 — GRENDEL’S BATTLE WITH BEOWULF
1. Why does Beowulf wait, allowing Grendel to kill one of the Geats, before he attacks Grendel?
2. Describe the battle between Beowulf and Grendel in Chapter 11. How does Beowulf wound Grendel?
3. What purpose does the comparison between Beowulf and Siegmund serve? The comparison between Beowulf and Hermod?
4. How does Hrothgar reward Beowulf in Chapter 15?  What does Hrothgar’s generosity say about his character?
5. Describe the scene at Herot as everyone goes to bed in Chapter 18.

