Beowulf Reading Guide
(adapted from Signet Classic guide; http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/beowulf.pdf)

Chapters 19-26 — GRENDEL’S MOTHER
1. Why does Grendel’s mother attack Heorot? What does she take with her?

2. What does Hrothgar ask Beowulf to do? How does Beowulf respond?
3. Describe the battle between Beowulf and Grendel’s mother.
4. How does Beowulf defeat Grendel’s mother?
5. What does Beowulf do before he swims back to land? What do Hrothgar and the other warriors think has happened?
6. To what does Beowulf attribute his victory? Why?
7. What two things does Beowulf present to Hrothgar?
8. What does Hrothgar warn Beowulf about in his speech (Ch. 25)?

