Beowulf Reading Guide
(adapted from Signet Classic guide; http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/beowulf.pdf)

Chapters 32-43 — THE DRAGON AND BEOWULF’S DEATH
1. Describe how Beowulf becomes king of the Geats.
2. Describe what happened to those who held the dragon’s treasure.

3. Why doesn’t Beowulf fear the dragon?
4. Why does Beowulf refuse the crown offered him by Higlac’s widow? When does Beowulf become king?
5. What does Beowulf’s boast say about his character? Recall Hrothgar’s speech. How well has Beowulf followed Hrothgar’s advice?
6. Why does Beowulf want to fight the dragon alone?
7. How is the dragon killed?
8. What request does Beowulf make at the end of Ch 37?
9. How is Beowulf killed?

