Beowulf Reading Guide
(adapted from Signet Classic guide; http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/beowulf.pdf)

PROLOGUE-Chapter 10 — GRENDEL’S FIRST ATTACK, BEOWULF’S ARRIVAL

1. Describe Herot.

2. Describe Grendel’s lair. How does it compare to Herot?

3. What is the significance of Grendel being descended from Cain?

4. Why does Grendel attack Herot?

5. Why is Hrothgar’s lieutenant concerned about the arrival of Beowulf and his men?

6. Why does Unferth bring up Beowulf ’s swimming match with Breca? How does Beowulf respond?
7. What is Hrothgar’s response to Beowulf? How does he feel about Beowulf fighting Grendel?
8. What are Beowulf ’s thoughts as he waits for Grendel’s arrival?
9. What are three kennings you find in this part? What does each mean?

