Hero Essay
Name ____________________________________________________

“Much of Beowulf is devoted to articulating and illustrating the Germanic heroic code, which values strength, courage, and loyalty in warriors; hospitality, generosity, and political skill in kings; ceremoniousness in women; and good reputation in all people. Traditional and much respected, this code is vital to warrior societies as a means of understanding their relationships to the world and the menaces lurking beyond their boundaries.”                  (http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/beowulf/themes.html; January 20, 2012)

Who is your hero? Consider the Germanic heroic code as you research your hero.

1.  Choose a prominent person, who you consider to be a hero, to research. Send an email to Mrs. McCoid with the name of the person you have chosen.  Hero: ________________________________
2.  Using reputable sites, find information about the following topics:


a. date of birth, place of birth, three facts about his/her childhood


b. college education (if no college, state that)

c. current career or job

d. five interesting facts about the person’s life or career

e. what makes the person a prominent figure (why do we know him/her?)
f. what makes this person a HERO; select THREE words/phrases that you value in this hero, as in the Germanic heroic code, “generosity”, “political skill”, “good reputation”, etc…
3.  Write an essay about your hero, based on the above research topics. Follow this format:
Paragraph 1 – Opening: name of the hero, why he/she is important to you, a statement about why he/she is a hero.
Paragraph 2 – Begin with the person’s birth, and then describe his/her childhood.
Paragraph 3 – Describe the person’s education, career, and what has made him/her prominent.
Paragraph 4 – Describe what makes this person a hero, using the three words/phrases you selected.  Make sure your words describing the hero MATCH with the information you have shared in your essay.
EMAIL YOUR ESSAY TO MRS. McCOID!  Due date: Friday, January 27.
