Macbeth Bonus Questions – EXTRA CREDIT
DUE FRIDAY, MAY 11
The questions below ask you to think more deeply about the idea of evil, 
which is a central theme in Macbeth. If you choose to do the extra credit 
assignment, select TWO of the following questions, and answer each by 
writing a two-paragraph response.  

In order to qualify for extra credit, you must write a well-structured, 
two-paragraph response for EACH of the TWO questions you choose.

(Some of these questions will also appear as essay options on the final exam.)
1.   Is evil inherent in human nature?  Are some people just “born evil,” or is evil caused by circumstance or environment? 

2.   Are our lives determined by fate or by the acts of our free will? 

3.   Is redemption truly possible? Is it possible to commit an act of genuine evil and truly recover from it? 

4.   Is it possible to admire or respect a person whom you know has committed acts of genuine evil? 

5.   Do “the ends justify the means”? If someone uses morally evil methods to acquire a goal, is that goal impacted forever by the actions he/she has taken to achieve it? 
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