Study Guide                     SS6CG1 and 2

 Name ___________________________________
  1. Governments in each country are different, but there are three main ways they are organized to spread their power: ____________________ government, _____________________ government, and _____________________ government.
  2. In a ___________________ government, a central government operates all levels of government in the country.  This single government assigns power to provincial or state governments and to local governments.

  3. A leader in a unitary government might have the power to choose the ___________________ of a region or the mayor of a town.

  4. There are many countries that have a ____________________ government and Cuba and Bolivia are two examples in the western hemisphere.  In Europe, Great Britain, and France are examples.

  5. If countries worked together to solve problems or provide for their people, they might be better off.  They might sign a constitution where countries agree to defend each other, or trade with other countries, or agree on a common currency.  This group would be a ________________ government and membership is voluntary.
  6. Confederations often have _______________ power because a very high percentage of the membership because a very high percentage of the membership must agree to decisions made.
  7. Confederations generally have a ______________ central government.

  8. A weak central government can be a problem when Congress could make decisions and laws but had no power to _________________ them.

  9. In a _______________ form of government, power is divided between the central government and small divisions, such as states. 

10. In a federal government, a document such as a ___________________ may describe the rights, responsibilities, and duties of the central government and the states.

11. States do have some powers that the _______________ government does not and that may even be different from state to state.

12. An _______________ government (______________) has a single ruler with unlimited power.

13. An _________________ is “rule by a few” where a country is ruled by a small group of people.

14. A __________________ form of government puts the power of the government in the citizens of the country.  All citizens are involved but it can be a slow process since so many are included.

15. In the 21st century, most democratic countries are _________________ democracies where the citizens elect representatives to make decisions and it allows citizens to choose leaders for a certain length of time.  The United States is an example.
16. A ______________ democracy requires a vote of all citizens for every decision by the government causing things to move very slowly since many people’s views must be heard.

17. Most countries in the world are officially labeled democracies.  This does not mean that there are __________ and ____________ elections in all of these countries.

18. Name the two main types of democratic governments: ________________________ and __________________________

19. The ___________________ system is the most common type of democratic government and its citizens elect members of parliament (MPs).  Australia, Canada, and the United Kingdom are examples.
20.  MPS choose a leader from among themselves called the ____________________________ who is the chief executive of the country.  
21. The ________________________ of the parliamentary system heads the military, enforces laws, and keeps the country running day to day.

22. In a parliamentary system, the _____________________ is the symbolic leader of the country. 

23. In a _______________ system, the citizens elect the members of the legislature and the chief executive is the president.  The U.S., Mexico, and most South American countries are examples.

24. In a presidential system, the president serves as head of state, runs the government on a day-to-day basis, heads the military, and serves for a ______________ amount of time.

25. The government of Brazil is a __________________ government.
26. Brazil is a ______________________ democracy.

27. Citizens of Brazil who are 18-70 years old are required by law to ________________.

28. The government of Mexico is a _____________________ government.

29. Mexico is a ____________________ democracy.

30. The citizens of Mexico elect the president who can serve ____________________________________.

31. The government of Cuba is a ______________________ government.

32. Cuba is a communist _________________________.

33. How many political parties are allowed in Cuba?

