Study Guide                              SS6G4

      Name ___________________________________
  1. The cultures of Latin America are diverse and the languages, customs, beliefs, and foods from an area are a result of its ____________________.
  2. Latin America has diversity among its races as Europeans, Africans, and Native Americas were largest groups and they have _____________________ and developed unique cultures over time.

  3. In Central and South America, many ___________________________ were able to preserve their cultures from being wiped out by moving to remote mountain or forest regions.

  4. ___________________ in Brazil, Panama, and the West Indies are plentiful and their ancestors were both African and European.

  5. Most of the people in Venezuela are ___________________ and their ancestors were both European and Native American.

  6. Name the main religion in Latin America and the Caribbean. ___________________________
  7. The practices of Native Americans and Africans have blended with Roman Catholic beliefs and unique festivals like the “________________________” in Mexico is a result.  This holiday coincides with the Catholic All Saints’ Day and it blends Native American beliefs about the afterlife with Roman Catholic beliefs.

  8. Religions based on African beliefs are present in the area.  Cuba has groups that practice _______________________ and in Peru and Bolivia, many native people continue their traditional beliefs and ceremonies.

  9. People with ___________________ ancestors often have more important jobs, better education and health care, and more money than others.

10. Native Americans, blacks, and mestizos have begun to demand equality in their countries and in _________________, a Native American was elected president for the first time in 2005.

11. The _______________ explored, conquered, and settled areas of Florida, Mexico, and large parts of Central and South America as well as many islands of the West Indies.

12. Portugal’s claim was _________________ and this land stretched from the Atlantic Ocean across South America to the Andes Mountains and covered most of the Amazon River region.

13. The Spanish and Portuguese spread their culture and religion across the region and developed communities that were ___________________ to their home countries.
14. The Portuguese and Spanish conquered the native populations and attempted to us these people as a source of __________________________.  Africans were later imported to do this.

15. Spain lost control of Mexico in the ________________. (dates)

16. Name the last Spanish colony in the New World that was ceded to the United States in 1898.

___________________________
17. The term Latin America was started in the 1800s to group the countries that spoke mostly languages based on the ancient _______________ language (Spanish and Portuguese).

18. The shared history and culture, and the dominance of _______________________ and _________________ languages, have made the term Latin America one that unites Central and South America and the Caribbean based on its two primary languages.

19. ________________ -speaking countries of North America are not included in the term Latin America.
20. A _________________ person is one who can read and write.

21. The countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have improved their literacy rate so much so that there is only an ______________________________ of 11 percent.
22. The _______________________________ (the “economic level” achieved by a person, family, or country) is often lower in countries where the illiteracy is high.

23. In some cultures, it is believed to be more important for boys to have an _________________ than girls.

24. A cycle of poverty can develop in which people cannot get an education, so they can only get low-paying jobs.  This means they cannot get enough money to pay for their children’s education.  The standard of living remains ____________for these families because of their education level.
