Study Guide                                 SS6H1



Name _________________________________________
  1. The Aztec civilization was the most powerful in central and southern Mexico at the time of European exploration and they controlled the area around their capital city of ________________________, now Mexico City.

  2. The Aztec had a ______________, rich society as they had a mathematical system, two different calendar systems, and a farming system that was very efficient in that they used irrigation to keep their crops growing.
  3. The Aztec civilization ended in 1521 when it was conquered by the ___________________ who destroyed much of the Aztec building and artwork.  They even destroyed the city of Tenochtitlan. Today, some of the art and buildings have been re-discovered.

  4. A modern version of the Aztec language, ____________________, is still spoken by thousands of people in Mexico.

  5. Hernan Cortes was a Spanish ________________________ (conqueror) and is famous for conquering the Aztec Empire in Mexico in 1519-1521.
  6. Cortes heard stories of the expeditions of Columbus and sailed to the New World where he learned how __________________ (foreign areas controlled by a country and contributing to its wealth) were run.  

  7. In 1518, Cortes was told to take a group of ships to Mexico and was ordered to conquer the powerful ________________.  To make sure that no one tried to go back to Cuba, he had all the ships burned.

  8. Cortes trained his men for several months and made friends with nearby ________________ who did not like the Aztec.

  9. The ruler of the Aztec was ________________________ and he welcomed Cortes into the city of Tenochtitlan but Cortes and his men took him hostage.

10. In 1521, Cortes led a military victory over the Aztec and from this time forward, the Spanish sent more troops and settlers to Mexico and for the next _________ years, Mexico was under Spanish control.
11. ________________________ was an Aztec ruler from about 1500-1520.  He is famous for ruling the Aztec when their land was invaded by the Spanish conquistador, Hernan Cortes.

12. Montezuma had expanded the Aztec empire over a large part of central and southern Mexico and the Native Americans he conquered, had to pay him _____________________ and also had to send ___________________ for sacrifice in the temples of the Aztec.

13. When Montezuma welcomed Cortes and his men into Tenochtitlan, they were given gifts of ________________.

14. Montezuma was killed when a battle broke out between Spanish troops and Aztec warriors in ______________.
15. The Inca lived along the western coast of South America and their lands stretched over 2,000 miles from present-day Colombia south to Chile.  Their empire was centered at their capital in ______________, ___________.
16. The Inca had many achievements such as beautiful gold, silver, and bronze pieces, skillfully made textiles, a network of roads, terraces for farming, and even a system of mathematics and accounting which helped them become the _______________________ of the native peoples in the New World.

17. Even though the Spanish settlers wiped out much of the Inca culture and ruled for nearly 300 years, there is still evidence of the Inca today.  Their language, _______________, is still spoken, and terraces are still used for farming.

18. __________________________________ was a Spanish conquistador famous for conquering the Inca Empire in South America between 1531 and 1533.

19. In 1523, Pizarro came across some Indian traders as he explored the west coast of South America that told of a rich country to the south and he learned that these people were the ___________________.

20. The Spanish king gave Pizarro permission to take the Inca land and claim it for Spain and made Pizarro ___________________ (governor) over the lands stretching 600 miles south from Panama.
21. _______________________ was the last ruler of the Inca Empire.  He gained control of the empire after he fought against his brother for that right after his father died.  He became Sapa Inca.

22. The ___________________ was thought to be a living descendent of the sun god and was very wealthy.  He was carried from place to place on a special chair called a litter.

23. In November 1532, a meeting was arranged between Pizarro and Atahualpa but ___________________ had walked into a trap.  

24.  When Pizarro’s men began shooting canons and guns, the ______________ were startled and frightened.  

25.  Pizarro captured Atahualpa and demanded a _______________ and the Inca brought 24 tons of gold and silver in exchange for his life.  However, Atahualpa was executed and his death ended the empire of the Inca.
26. Christopher Columbus “discovered” the New World in 1492 and this event started an exchange between the Old World (_____________________) and the New World (______________________________).

27.  As the Spanish spread their empire, the _________________________ population (native people) began to decline.

28. One important part of the Columbian Exchange was the exchange of food plants.  Cocoa, corn, potatoes, peppers, and tomatoes grew in ___________________________________________ and crops brought from __________________ and _____________________ to the New World include coffee, peaches, sugar, and wheat.

29. Large plantations with ____________ labor were started and sugar cane was an important plantation crop.

30. The indigenous population was defeated by ________________ that were also part of the Columbian Exchange.

31. Europeans introduced certain animals to the New World and the _________________ was a culture-changing animal as it allowed native people to travel further and faster and was useful in battle and hunting.
32. Horses helped the __________________________ people spread their territory and trade with other tribes. 
