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TO HELP YOU SUCCEED IN YOUR CLASS, THE FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED:

ALGEBRA I HONORS MATH INSTITUTE
Course Description:

This one-year course is designed for highly motivated students committed to challenging coursework. It is intended to increase mathematical fluency in problem solving, logic, reasoning, and effective communication in the study of patterns, functions, and algebra. This course builds on the concepts of rational and irrational numbers, data analysis, probability, geometry, measurement, spatial relationships, patterns, and algebraic concepts. Emphasis will be placed on abstract algebraic methods and strategies for solving complex problems. The use of technology, including calculators and computer software, is an integral part of this course.  This is a high school credit class that will fulfill one and one half of the mathematics credits required for graduation. 

Course Goals:

1. To understand the structure of the real number system and identify and apply its properties. 

2. To solve and graph linear equations and inequalities using a variety of strategies. 

3. To solve and graph systems of linear equations and inequalities using a variety of strategies.

4. To evaluate exponential expressions and graph exponential functions.  

5. To solve and graph quadratic functions using a variety of strategies.

6. To classify, simplify, and factor polynomial expressions.

7. To simplify and perform operations using rational expressions and radicals. 

8. To analyze, interpret, and model linear, quadratic, and exponential data in problem solving situations.

9. To determine the relationships between coordinate geometry and algebra to develop multiple approaches to problem solving.

10. To develop the ability to reason and communicate mathematically in order to apply algebraic concepts to problem-solving situations.

11. To formulate mathematical strategies, generalizations, and predictions through oral and written communication using appropriate mathematical language.

12. To reinforce and extend logical reasoning ability using patterns and relationships to analyze mathematical situations.

13. To apply prior knowledge and mathematical modeling to solve interdisciplinary problems. 
Textbook:
 Algebra 1, Holt (2004)
CONTACT INFORMATION: Email: cweldon@interact.ccsd.net
Phone: (702) 799-4260

Hours of Availability: After 1:20 p.m., Tuesdays through Fridays, or by appointment for parent conferences.   If a student needs extra help they may see me before school starting at 6:45 a.m., after school, or by appointment.  Please try to schedule ahead of time to make sure I will be available that day.  Often there will be meetings, parent conferences, etc... that may interfere with that time.
EVALUATION AND GRADING SYSTEM:

A cumulative final will be administered at the completion of each semester in each course.  Individual assignments and grades will be updated for you to view on the Parent Link Website at least once a week.  
Grading Scale



Quarter Grades

         Semester Grades

90 – 100%   = A

Tests


           40%       
        Quarter 1/3 
45%

80 – 89%     = B

Quizzes


           25%
        Quarter 2/4
45%

70 – 79%     = C

Math Notebooks 
           20%
        Final Exam
10%

60 – 69%     = D

Class work/Projects                   15%
50 – 59%     = F



REQUIRED MATERIALS:

· 3-ring binder (may be multiples subjects) 




· Notebook paper




· Spiral notebooks (several throughout the year)
· Pencils
· Pens –at least one red pen, others may vary




· Graphing Calculator – TI 83 or better (optional)


ASSIGNMENT EXPECTATIONS: 
Assignments – Assignments will be turned in when requested after they have been reviewed.  All assignments must be completed in pencil, unless otherwise directed, with the correct paper heading.  In the upper right-hand corner students will include their full name, period, date, and assignment.  Any assignment without the proper paper heading will not be accepted.  Assignments must be neat and follow the guidelines reviewed in class.

Homework Assignments – Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday and will be due at the beginning of the next class.  Assignment requirements will be followed.  Homework will be checked, reviewed, and corrected by the student.  Students will have until the Friday of that week to make all corrections.  Homework will be attached to the weekly homework quiz and will be counted as a question on the quiz.  To receive full credit, the homework must be completed and corrected.  Incomplete assignments will not be accepted. 
Weekly homework assignments and announcements will be posted on the teacher’s website for students and parents.  The website is located at http://new.schoolnotes.com/parents/main.  Hyde Park Middle School’s zip code is 89107.  Or you can click on the Teacher Website Link from Hyde Park’s website located at http://www.ccsd.net/schools/hydepark/.  Additional information may be found at the Parent Link website located at https://parentlink.ccsd.net.  
Graded Assignments – Students are to keep all returned work and assessments for the current semester in their binders at all times.  If there is a question concerning a student’s current grade, the student is responsible for showing the teacher the graded assignment as proof of the correct grade. 
Assessments – Quizzes will be given every Friday.  The quiz will be over things the student has learned from their notes and homework through out the week.  Students will be able to use their homework and sometimes their notes on quizzes.  Tests will be given at the end of each unit of study.  Students may not use their notes or books on tests.  Students will be provided with a study guide to help the students prepare for each test.  Students are strongly encouraged to study for the unit test.
Quizzes – If a student is absent on the day of a quiz, the student will be required to take the quiz in class on the day the student returns or before/after school within two days of the absence, unless the teacher determines that special circumstances exist. Quizzes completed in pen will not be accepted.  Only the teacher will grade quizzes.

Tests – Before a unit test, students will be provided with a study guide to help the students prepare for each unit test.  The study guide will be reviewed in class the day prior to the unit test.  Students are strongly encouraged to study for the unit test.  If a student is absent on the day of the review, the student will take the unit test in class on the day the unit test was originally scheduled.  If a student is absent on the day of a unit test, the student will be required to make-up the unit test in class on the day the student returns or before/after school within two days of the absence, unless the teacher determines that special circumstances exist. Unit tests completed in pen will not be accepted.   Only the teacher will grade tests. 
Please Note: If a student earns less than a 70% on a unit test, then the student may take a make-up unit test.  Max of 1 retake per quarter. The maximum score on a make-up unit test is 70%.  All make-up unit tests must be completed within 5 days of discussing the solutions of the original unit test.  

Daily Math Notebooks – Students will have a math spiral notebook.  Every day the students will have warm-up questions, the essential question of the day, notes, and practice/example problems to put in their notebook.  So it is essential that they bring this notebook to class with them every day.  They will be able to use this notebook as reference when they do their homework, class work and possibly quizzes.  When the students run out of room the will go into the next spiral notebook.  Yet all spirals should be could all year, so they can reference materials. 

Make-up Procedures:
Absence Policy – When a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to make up all assignments.  This includes vocabulary, class notes, assignments and homework.  The student will be given 3 days to make up his or her assignments.  Students should refer to the homework calendar to find out what they have missed.
Pre-arranged Absences – It is the student’s responsibility to notify the teachers prior to a pre-arranged absence and to obtain all make-up assignments prior to leaving.  All completed assignments must be given to the teacher within 3 days of the student’s return to the classroom.  All pre-arranged absences for which the makeup work was not completed and returned to the appropriate teachers will be considered unapproved. 
Extended Medical Absences – If a student is unable to attend school due to an extended medical absence, it is the parent’s responsibility to request all make-up work for the student.  All completed assignments must be given to the teacher within 3 days of the student’s return to the classroom.

Late Assignment Policy – Students may turn in a late assignment the next day for 10% of f their grade.   Assignments will not be taken any later than 1 day late. 
Extra Credit – The opportunity to earn extra credit will occur very rarely throughout the year.  I will not give extra credit in the last 2 weeks of a quarter or semester.  Extra credit will not be given to students who ask for it individually.  Extra credit will increase a student’s grade by no more than 2%.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS:
Classroom Rules

1. Follow procedures and directions when given the first time.

2. Be respectful and considerate of yourself and others.

3. Be prepared with completed work and supplies.

4. Participate and be attentive in class.

5. No food, gum, or drinks in the classroom (except water).
Consequences

1. Verbal warning and possible call home

2. Parent phone call and 30 minute detention after school

3. Parent conference
4. Dean referral *


* Severe disruptions and disrespectful behavior will result in an immediate Deans’ referral.

Behavior and work ethic will decide the citizenship grade.  Detention may be assigned at any step after the first offense.  The student will be responsible to notify the parent and arrange for pick up.  Late bus transportation will be available for those students who normally ride the bus. 

TARDY POLICY:

If a student is not entirely in the classroom when the bell begins to ring the student is tardy.  Teachers will lock their doors when the bell (class) rings and begin teaching.  Passes will not be issued during the first or last 10 minutes of class.  Tardy students will be sent each period to the main office to receive their consequence, where the attendance clerk will assign the following consequences:

1st – 3rd Tardy


Warning notice w/required parent signature

4th          Tardy


Dean’s Detention

5th
 Tardy 


RPCA (telephone conference)

6th 
Tardy


RPC (face to face conference with dean)

7th 
Tardy or more

Parents will need to sign their child into school before the student is 




allowed to return. 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

As a teacher, I am dedicated to promoting a learning environment based on the foundation of personal integrity.  The following acts are strictly forbidden and will result in disciplinary action: 

Cheating on Assignments/Exams:

· Copying part or all of another person’s paper and submitting it as your own.

· Giving or getting improper assistance on an assignment meant to be completed individually.

· Including any material not based on your own research and writing and failing to cite references.
Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty:

· Misrepresenting your academic accomplishments, such as tampering with computer records.

· Deceiving teachers or making up false reasons or excuses to get special consideration on an exam or extension for exams, papers, or projects.

· Knowingly helping others engage in academic dishonesty.
Consequences

1.  Parent contact and the assignment will be graded as a 0% without the possibility of makeup.

2.  The student will be referred to the Dean’s office for appropriate disciplinary action.

Parents are entrusted with the responsibility of assisting students in the learning process by allowing students to complete the project/assignment independently.  Parents are to facilitate the learning process and encourage critical thinking skills.

CITIZENSHIP: 
Citizenship grades are based on each Quarter.  Classroom behavior and citizenship grades are outlined as follows: 

O = Outstanding – The student’s attitudes and actions have a positive effect upon the class.  Leadership quality is demonstrated.  

S = Satisfactory – The student’s attitudes and actions display an acceptance of personal responsibility.  The student does not have a negative effect on the class.

N = Needs Improvement – The student’s attitudes and actions have a harmful effect upon the class.  The student does work toward personal success within the class.

U = Unsatisfactory – The student’s attitudes and actions have an observable, negative effect upon the class.  The student does not work toward personal success within the class.
Please sign this Course Expectation Sheet as acknowledgement of receipt.  Students will be required to keep their Course Expectations Sheet in their binder for future reference.
I have read the expectations above and understand what will be expected of me.


Student’s Name (Printed)



Student’s Signature

I have read the student expectations above and I understand what will be expected of my child.  I will see that my child does come to school each day and completes the assignments as required.


Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (Printed)


Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

To improve our ability to communicate, please provide the following information if possible: 

E-mail Address:
Cell Phone Number (or alternative contact number):

Student’s Expectations


           2009-2010





Course:    Algebra 1 Honors Math Institute


Level:	    Eighth Grade


Teacher:  Ms. Weldon
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