   Grade 8 –History of the United States

Mr. Bebyn

Welcome to the 8th Grade!  This year we will be studying the history of our country!  We will look at the story of our past covering the following time periods: The founding of colonies in America, The American Revolution, The United States Constitution, Westward Expansion, The Civil War and Reconstruction.  As we progress over the year you will be involved in various writing activities, projects, oral presentations, note taking, class discussion and teamwork.  We will use textbooks, literature, library research, computer technology and field trips.

GOALS:

I want to offer you many opportunities to be successful Social Studies students.  I have 3 goals in mind:

1. Create ways for students to become better organized through the use of folders, notebooks, writing journals and  

Student planner.

2. Present interesting lessons that will allow you to challenge your potential and express your attitudes and opinions.

3. For you to acquire an understanding and appreciation of our country’s history.
You will need required materials and guidelines to help you be successful Social Studies students.

Textbook-   Call to Freedom- You will need this in class everyday (unless told otherwise)

Folders/Portfolio- You will be given a folder to keep all your Social Studies materials that are part of the current unit we are studying.  Keeping classwork, homework and other assignments in your folder will be the key to success in keeping organized.

Notebook -Students will keep a social Studies notebook.  Notebooks and folders are usually checked every two weeks. You will be doing journal writing on a daily basis.  The journal and notebook will be 2 separate items.

Writing tools-You should have a pen (blue or black) and a pencil.  Having a set of your own colored pencils is recommended for map projects.  

Agenda- Every student will receive an agenda book and should use it to keep track of assignments.

How will you be graded?

Tests/Quizzes-40%:You will have at least 2 tests per quarter.  Essays and Projects carry the same weight as a test. Map Projects and notebook folder checks will have the same value as a quiz

Class work 20% / : Class assignments and activities completed during CLASS time.

Daily Journal/Writing Responses 15%- Daily journal writing assignments

Homework-15%- You will be given assignments 3 to 4 times a week. The assignments could be written or could involve studying or reviewing for upcoming tests or quizzes.  I rarely give homework on Friday!  There will be times when you have a project to do that weekends will be more convenient to complete them.

Class Performance /Participation- 10% You can earn points for active participation in class. This includes asking and answering questions being prepared and putting an honest effort in getting all class work and homework completed!

EXTRA HELP

Any student who needs extra help is always welcome!  Just make arrangements a day in advance to meet with me before or after school.  I am usually in my room by 7am in the mornings and usually stay until at least 3:45pm on most days.  Please do not wait until the last day of the marking period or the day a major assignment is due to get extra help or make something up.  The Team offers Homework Club 3- 4 times a week.  This is a great opportunity for our students to keep up with their assignments or get some extra help.
AGENDA

The school agenda is an important tool for communicating with parents/guardians.  The agenda should be brought home every day and seen by a parent or guardian.  I may use the agenda to communicate with you important information.  There must be a homework entry ever day even if it simply says what was completed for class work or “review for quiz”

PLEASE SEE BACK

TO PARENTS:

Please review this letter with your child and sign it indicating you have had the opportunity to read through it.   Then your child can bring the letter to school and keep it in their folder as a reference. If you have any questions please feel free to call me at school at 860 647-3400 or you can email me at  b21dbeby@ci.manchester.ct.us
(Parent Signature

