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Durkin Park Elementary School

Science Fair 

Information Packet

Please read this information carefully with child. Sign and return the bottom portion of the letter. 

This packet contains a worksheet for your child to use to help him/her plan a grade appropriate science fair project. 

KEEP THIS PACKET FOR FUTURE REFERENCE !
September 7, 2010
Dear Parents,

All Durkin Park School students in grades six, seven and eight are required to complete a science fair project. This exciting and challenging experience will help your child learn how to use the science skills to explore the world around them.

The emphasis is on the scientific method and all projects must be experiments with results that can be measured, counted or recorded through photographs, drawings and charts. Demonstrations and reports (e.g. solar system, drug charts and volcanoes) are not acceptable.


All projects must include:

1. An experiment that follows the steps of the Scientific method. 

2. A free-standing board displaying the project. (Display Boards will be available for purchase at the school)

(76cm deep and 122cm wide and no higher than 122 cm)

3. A written researched report on the project. 

4. An oral report. (The student must be able to explain what they did and what happened.)

We encourage parents to guide their child in the process, especially in the planning phase. The completed project must be the child’s own work. Check your child’s procedures to be sure there are no safety hazards. 

Please refer to the attached, My Science Project Worksheet, for various due dates.

Students must bring their completed projects to school by October 25, 2010 for oral presentations. Representatives for the school science fair will be chosen after all presentations.  There is an additional timeline that must be followed and will have a direct impact on the student’s science grade.

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this sheet by September 17, 2009.

Sincerely, Ms. Esquibel
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Child’s Name _____________________________ Room Number _____

· I have been notified that my child must complete a science project. 

· I understand that this project is part of the curriculum and is an important part of the assessment process. 
· I understand that established deadlines must be met by students throughout the science fair.
Parent’s Signature _________________________________
Date _________

Student Name _____________________________


Room/Grade ________

Part 1 Due: September 17, 2010                                       Part 1 Completed: Teacher’s Initials: _____ 

*Topic: I am interested in…. then on a separate sheet of paper you should list at least 5 topics.                         Should be listed as a QUESTION!
*Problem/Purpose: on a separate sheet of paper tell why/what you are investigating including your reasons.
AS SOON AS TOPIC IS TEACHER APPROVED STUDENTS MAY BEGIN THE EXPERIMENT PROCESS.
Part 2 – 3 Due: October 1, 2010


Part 2-3 Completed: Teachers Initials:_______
*Research/Review of Literature:  I will need to find 11-12 resources for my science research paper.  Using a separate sheet of paper students will turn in a list of at least 12: published articles, books, and other communications, including works either quoted or paraphrased that will be cited in the Review of Literature. Remember only 2 can be from a .net, .gov or .org (This is a 6-8 page expository paper).
*Draft Hypothesis: Use a Separate sheet of paper to write out you Hypothesis (what you think will happen).           I have started the necessary research to better understand my topic and I have written a draft hypothesis for teacher approval. 
 Part 4 Due: October 8, 2010                              Part 4 Completed and Approved: Teacher’s Initials: _____

*Procedure:  Using a separate sheet of paper, list and number each step of the experiment. 
*Materials List:  Using a separate sheet of paper, list the materials and measurements required for this             experiment.
* Control: This is the part of the experiment that you never change. 
*List Manipulated/Independent Variable: This is the only thing you change.   For example if you are using different types of water(tap, bottled, distilled) you would label the containers A/B/C or 1,2,3 etc. 
*List Responding/Dependent Variable: These are the results that you will count or measure/chart as they change due to the changes you have made.

* Part 5 Due: October 15, 2010                                         
Part 5 Completed: Teacher’s Initials: _____
I have completed the Research Component / Written paper including (Review of Literature).    
* Part 6 Due: October 25, 2010     



Part 6 Completed: Teacher’s Initials: _____                                         

I have turned in the Display Board associated with my Science Fair Project and am prepared for the Oral Presentation scheduled between 10-25-10 and 11-5-10.
The Research Report


All students must include a research report as part of their science fair project. The completed report must be typed, using double spacing, on only one side of each paper, using a standard font and size, such as Times New Roman and 12-point font. 


The student’s last name and the title of the project must be typed at the top left of the Table of Contents. Each subsequent page should have the student’s last name and title of the paper at the top left (Example, Smith: The Effect of Sunlight on Plants.).


A margin of 2.5 cm (1”) must be maintained on the left side of each typed paper. A margin of 2.5cm should be observed on the right side, top, and bottom of each page. All pages must be numbered and referenced in the Table of Contents. 


The report must be written in APA Style, Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th Edition, 2001 or later. Students will be instructed in this type of writing. 


The written report should include the following: 

1. Abstract (Limit of three paragraphs consisting of 200 words or fewer.)

2. Safety Sheet

3. Title Page

4. Table of Contents

5. Acknowledgements (Thank any person who helped you with your project.)

6. Purpose and Hypothesis – An explanation of what is to be accomplished by doing this research. A description of the expected outcome. Tell what you predict will happen in your experiment. 

7. Review of Literature –Background information about your topic. 

8. Materials and Methods of Procedure-List of materials needed in the experiment. Then identify the manipulated and responding variables and list the variables that you controlled or held constant. Write the steps (the directions) for doing the experiment. 

9. Results-Write down what happened in the experiment. Keep a journal to record your observations and data. Make graphs to represent the data.

10. Conclusions-Answer the problem and explain what you found out. Tell if your hypothesis was correct or incorrect. (It’s okay if your hypothesis was incorrect.)

11. Reference List – (Bibliography) List the books, magazines and Internet sites that you used in your research. Students will be taught how to do this. 
Principal: Daniel Redmond                                                                                                                       Asst. Principal: Cathy Marin-Rios


