Writing Process Online Tutorial: Argumentative Essays
Go to http://dccommskills.wikispaces.com.  If you get an error message, check the spelling and punctuation for the website CAREFULLY and TRY AGAIN.  Then, click on the following link under “Blocks 1 and 4.”

http://resources.jjay.cuny.edu/erc/writing/generating/exmenu_generating.php
To understand this activity, pretend that the writing assignment I gave you was to answer the question, “Should your parents allow you to _______________________________?” (fill in the blank) in an essay.  This activity walks you through the steps of choosing your side of the argument (yes, you can argue in an essay), brainstorming ideas, and the rest of the writing process.
· Under the “Exercise Menu,” click on  

	
	Exercise 1:
	How to generate ideas for your essay


· Read the “What you will learn” section and the “What you will do” section.

· Click on “Continue to exercise” on the bottom right hand corner.

· Read and follow the directions for the 4 sections of this exercise, starting with “How to Read an Essay Topic” and ending with “Choosing a Position.”
· Then, from the main “Exercise Menu,” go to 

	 Exercise 2:
	How to organize ideas you generated



· Read the “What you will learn” section and the “What you will do” section.

· Click on “Continue to exercise” on the bottom right hand corner.

· Read and follow the directions for the 3 sections of this exercise, starting with “Grouping Similar Ideas” and ending with “Refining Your Support.”

· Then, from the main “Exercise Menu,” go to 

	Exercise 3:
	Generating and organizing ideas for your essay 


· Read the instructions.  Then, click the button that reads “Choose this Topic” to focus on the given writing prompt: An organized citizens' group is trying to prevent the television networks from showing violent programs that do not meet the group's moral standards. Since it is well known that violence creates more violence, the kind of censorship this group is trying to impose is necessary to limit the amount of violence in our society.
· Follow the directions by typing the two sides of the argument given in this prompt, one in each box.  Hint: one of them should be “Networks should be not be allowed to show violent programs.”

· Click “Continue.”  Read and follow the directions, using the “Hint” box if necessary.  

· Click “Continue” again.  Add more ideas or click “Continue.” 

· Now, you have to choose the side you want to argue.
· Continue following the directions to complete exercise 3.
· Then, from the main “Exercise Menu,” go to 

	Exercise 4:
	Completing essay outlines


· Follow all directions for exercise 4; then do the same for 

	Exercise 5: Completing Essay Outlines


	


Reflection: For each exercise (1-5), summarize what you learned in 3-5 sentences.
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