	
	Tropical Rain Forest
	Grassland
	Desert

	Precipitation
	At least 200 cm yearly

Rain
	25 cm to 75 cm yearly

Rain
	Less than 25 cm

Rain

	Temperature
	20 C to 33 C  (68 F to 91.4 F)
	-5 C to 30 C  (31 F to 86 F)
	0 C to 32 C (32 F to 89.6 F)

	Seasons
	No seasons (“summer” year round)
	Dry season and wet season
	Summer and winter

	Latitude
	23 N to 23 S 

(between tropics)
	Approximately 45 N to 45 S
	Approximately 45 N to 45 S

	Countries / Continents
	Around tropics: Central America, South America, Central Africa, Indonesia, parts of Australia, Hawaii, Amazon
	Africa, Central part of North American, Central Asia, coasts of Australia, South America
	Western North America, North Africa, Western Asia, west coast of South America, center of Australia

	Plants
	Orchids, ferns, woody vines, tall broad-leafed trees, fig, banana tree, lipstick tree, moss, liverworts
	Acacia trees (thorny trees), variety of short and tall grasses, grains (wheat, oak, rye, barley, corn),
	Aloe plant, organ-pipe cactus, evening primroses, Mexican Golden Poppies, Mesquite, Saguaro cactus

	Animals
	Ocelots, boa constrictors, monkeys, jaguar, ants, beetles, centipedes, toucans, spiders, frogs, macaw, parakeet, sloth
	Giraffes, antelope, zebra, ostriches, bison, prairie dog, eagles, snakes, vulture, mice, rats, elephants, lions, cheetahs, hawks
	Lizards, rodents, sidewider, chameleon, camel, roadrunner, kangaroo rat, cottontail, scorpion, knit fox, gila woodpecker, desert tortoise, mule deer, coyote, bobcat

	Terms and Interesting Facts
	*Has more variety of plant and animal life than any other land biome
*most plant life grows in sunlit canopy. Very little sunlight reaches forest floor

*Jungle is only a small area in rainforest—mainly near edges of lakes and rivers where sunlight can reach the forest floor

*rains almost daily; plants grow year-round
	*Low rainfall, fires, and grazing animals prevent widespread growth of trees
*grasses can survive trampling and low rainfall

*many grasslands have been turned into farms and ranches. Overplanting /overgrazing leads to desertification (creating desert conditions)

*Other names: savanna, plains, steepes
	*deserts can be hot or cold
*plants have widespread roots close to the surface to absorb water quickly

*fleshy stems allow plants to store water

*big difference between daytime and nighttime temperatures

*lack of rainfall is cause of small plant population


