Semicolons

-are weaker than periods but stronger than commas.

- they have two basic positions.


1. In between two or more independent clauses that have a logical sequence.


2.  Between items in a series that contain commas.

Several ways to use the semicolon when it is positioned between independent clauses.

I.  It can replace the word "and."


Ex:  The left brain controls the right side of the body; the right brain controls the left side.

Ex:  Shakespeare's vocabulary included about 20,000 words; Milton's included about 11,000.

Ex:  Lights went out; elevators stopped; traffic stood still.

II.  It can be joined with a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet) when the first independent clause already contains a comma.


Ex:  Of the twenty-seven students taking the test, only ten studied; and only ten passed.
III.  Two independent clauses joined by a transitional expression (most common).


Ex:  We feared that computers would increase unemployment; instead, they created more jobs.


Ex:  The student did not take notes; consequently, he did not pass the test.
Great for when you want to transition to the next paragraph!


Ex:  Generation X had conservative clothing; however, the music was quite radical.
Semicolons are also used in lists that contain commas.


Ex: The most significant dates of the Civil War were April 12, 1861; July 3, 1863; and April 9, 1865.
