Verbals

(verbal medicine is good for you)

Definition- a present participle (winning), a past participle (ie. won), or an infinitive (to win) functioning as something other than a verb, like a noun, adjective, or adverb.


Ex:  Winning was all that mattered to him.


Ex:  Teams are rated by the number of games won.


Ex:  We were surprised to win.

Verbal phrase- a verbal plus any other words that complete its meaning.


Ex:  Winning the game was all that mattered.

Infinitives begin with to, followed by a verb.  These verbals appear alone or in phrases and can function as adverbs, adjectives, and nouns.


Ex:  The table sang to appease Mr. Grant. (adverb)


Ex:  Gifts to please Mr. Grant are now available. (adjective)


Ex:   To teach junior high requires plenty of humor and patience. (noun)

Participles, past and present, often function as adjectives.


Ex:  The students are bored.


Ex:  Boring teachers have tortured students since the beginning of time.

When present participles act as nouns they are considered a special type of verbals called "gerunds."  They can appear alone or in phrases. 


Ex:  Studying is useful to most students.


Ex:   Driving without a license is illegal.

"Absolute verbal phrases" do not modify any one element, but an entire sentence.


Ex:  Speaking of homework, who did not pass their homework in to me?


Ex:  Their future in Hollywood being put on hold, she returned home to their parents.

Absolute verbal phrases are usually separated from the rest of the sentence with a comma.

