2
2

THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  THE  WORLD  LANGUAGE  DEPARTMENT

      As an integral part of the academic program of Ellington High School, the World Language Department stresses the importance of teaching language as a tool useful to the student in his/her attempt to understand his/her present and future world.

      As many students as possible are encouraged to undertake the study of a world language and to complete its sequence.

      We believe that the student will grow in his/her knowledge of his/her own culture by studying others.  At the same time the student will acquire, to the best of his/her ability, a second language useful for personal fulfillment and self-gratification gained through further study, reading, travel, current events, and aesthetic appreciation.

GOALS

I. LISTENING

The student will:

· actively listen to the native speakers on CDs and/or to the teacher as all new words are modeled.

· develop the ability to recognize previously learned material and to process its 

      meaning as it is combined with new material.    

· exhibit understanding by successfully responding on listening comprehension   

                   activities and tests.

II. SPEAKING

The student will:

· use correctly all the words in his/her active vocabulary in varied contexts in a 

         creative fashion.

· employ (learned) grammatical structures in a creative fashion.

III. READING

The student will:

· read narratives involving primarily controlled vocabulary and structures.

· infer meanings of cognates in context.

· attempt to comprehend directly the meaning conveyed without resort to conscious translation.

IV. WRITING

The student will:

· reproduce the sound system correctly.

· write with accuracy in mechanics such as spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

· use vocabulary correctly in meaningful contexts.

· use correctly the grammatical structures.

V. CULTURAL  INSIGHTS

             The student will:

· demonstrate an awareness of the difference between the foreign culture and his/her own, especially as reflected in daily life.

· accept different foreign expressions, actions, and reactions as appropriate and  

natural to members of another culture.

· demonstrate an awareness of similarities between the foreign culture and his/her own and of universal human values embodied in both.

VI. LANGUAGE  AWARENESS

The student will:

· demonstrate greater insight into language in general and his/her own language in particular.

· demonstrate knowledge of word heritage which has enriched the English vocabulary.

· demonstrate a knowledge of the structural relationships between the world language and English.

· understand the concept of an idiom and the use of simple idiomatic phrases.

VII. INTEREST

The student will:

· attend events of cultural value when given the opportunity.

· avail himself/herself of the opportunities to meet and talk with native speakers of the world language.

· become aware of opportunities to study abroad.

· acquire an interest to travel to countries where the world language is spoken. 

ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Ellington High School prepares students to become knowledgeable, respectful citizens who value learning, integrity, personal well being, equity, and diversity.

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING

Academic

EHS students will:

· listen and view with understanding.

· read and write effectively.  *
· reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems.

· utilize resources including media, computers, and other technologies.

Civic

EHS students will:

· meet the responsibilities of citizenship.

· demonstrate leadership and service to the community.

Social

EHS students will:

· practice moral and ethical conduct.

· affirm diversity and practice respect.

· demonstrate skills and competencies for personal well being and growth.

             * denotes the responsibility of the World Language Department
