1. If you could host a TV talk show, who would you select to be on the first show?
Explain.

2. Imagine that you could change one thing about your school.  Write a letter to your principal persuading her to make the change.

3. Rank the months of the year in order from your most favorite to least favorite.  Explain why you chose this order.
4. Write a page using the five senses to describe how you know that fall has arrived.  Or free write.

5. Describe a meal or snack that hits the spot after a long, tiring day.

6. Imagine that you could live anywhere in the world.  Where would you live?  Explain.
7. Would you like to be a famous athlete or a movie star?  Explain.

8. Imagine that when you opened your classroom door, you saw your parent as the substitute teacher for the day.  Describe your day at school.  Or free write.

9. Would you rather have a week of 90 degree days or a week of snowy days?  Explain.

10. Would you rather play a game or work a puzzle?  Explain.

11. Are you most thankful for the things you’ve done, the places you’ve been, or the people you’ve known?  Explain.  Or free write.
12. Would you rather know how to play an instrument well or draw well?  Explain.

13. What three adjectives would you use to describe your best friend?  Explain.

14. Tell about a talent you have and how you could give it as a gift to someone.
15. Walking home from school one snowy day, you see a reindeer propped up against a barn, reading!  Write about what happens next.  Or free write.

16. Make a list of eight gifts you could give someone in your family that wouldn’t cost any money.

17. Pretend that you have been asked to create a new holiday candy.  Describe the new candy using your five senses.

18. What color reminds you of cold winter weather?  What color makes you think about warm summer weather?  Which of the two colors do you like better?  Explain.

19. A is for airplane, and B is for bicycle.  Write your own toy alphabet from A to Z.  Or free write.

20. Imagine that you are buying a holiday gift for a friend and the store clerk gives you too much change back.  Explain what you would do.
21. List seven important people in your life.  Explain.

22. Write five things you would like to whine and complain about.  For each item listed, write one thing you could do about it instead of whining.

23. Would you rather go skiing or snowboarding?  Explain.
24. Snowflake is a compound word.  Write five more compound words that include the word snow.  Use three of the words to help you write a poem about winter.  Or free write.

25. Write a paragraph (1/2 page) about Thanksgiving that does not use the letter “t”.

26. Think of a time in your life when something happened to you that you did not expect.  Write about that time and how you felt.

27. If you could eat one of the following fruits, which would you pick:  a plum, an apple, an orange, or grapes?  Explain.

28. Which of the following words describe you best; curious, sensitive, outspoken, accident-prone?  Explain.

29. Write a paragraph about a girl named Dot, but use no letters with dots (i, j).

30. Silly is a middle-aged man who combs his remaining limp strands of hair into an elaborate swirl over his bald spot, gluing them in place with hair spray and hoping no one will notice.  Silly is a golden retriever who slinks sheepishly off the sofa whenever his owner comes home, hoping—despite the pi8les of hair all over the cushion—that she won’t notice he’s been sleeping there.  What else is silly?  Give three more examples.
31. Unscramble this word      GORNSIMMAROCI
32. Given the initial letters of the missing words, complete this sentence:

                                      There is one w_____ on a u_________.

33.  What are the two missing numbers in the series below?

                                      8, 15, 10, 13, 12, 11, 14, 9, 16, 7,  ?,  ?

34.  Here’s the last part of a newspaper story:

     Neighbors called police when they noticed the pink gooey substance oozing from all the doors and windows of the modest ranch home.
     Now write the first part of the story.  Remember that a newspaper story starts right out answering the questions, “Who?,” “What?” “Where?” “When?” “Why?” and “How?”

35. King Kong stomped along the street.  He crushed cars with his toes.  He ripped people from their cars.  In five sentences, what else did he do?  Use descriptive verbs.

36. What is a ditz?  How does a person act ditzy?  Describe the meaning to an immigrant from another country who has been learning English from a book and doesn’t understand slang.

37. You are a very, very sensible guy.  You don’t believe in exaggeration or pretty, flowery language.  You think romantic stuff is for sissies.

Write a letter proposing to the woman you love and want to marry.  You can’t use exaggeration , pretty or flowery language or romantic phrases.

38. Write a paragraph about winter starting every sentence with the letter “W”.
