Our Lady of Perpetual Help School

3221 Santee Road

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  18020

February 25, 2011

Dear Parents,

The Science Fair is just around the corner (Tuesday, April 5th and Wednesday, April 6th) and we are looking forward to all of the interesting experiments and models, which will be brought in by our students.  All projects are due on Tuesday morning, April 5th.  Please plan to stop in to view the projects on Tuesday.  Due to space constraints, all projects must go home by 3:00 PM on Wednesday.  If your student needs assistance bringing in or taking home the project, please make necessary arrangements. We appreciate your cooperation in this regard.
The purpose of the Science Fair is to have students develop a sense of experimentation using the Scientific Method. It is also a good way for the children to do a hands-on project which will allow science to come alive for them.

Attached you will find a simple outline describing the Scientific Method used during experimentation.  If the project is an experiment, The Scientific Method outline sheet, which has been reviewed in class, is the only written requirement.  

Also attached is a Questionnaire for the Model or Project form to be used if the project is a model.  This is the only written requirement for the model. If additional space is needed for either form, please add an attached sheet.

Both the experiment and the model should reflect scientific concepts learned or researched by the student. The project will be considered one test grade from grades 3through 6.  The grade will be based on the quality of the project, neatness, spelling, grammar, and the accuracy of recorded results or researched material.  If you have any question as your student begins the process, please contact your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  Please read the attached list of guidelines for parents which offers suggestions to assist and encourage your children to do their best.
As always, we thank you in advance for your cooperation with this venture.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Linda Generose

Mrs. Jackie Olson

Mrs. Donna Smith
OLPH School Science Fair
Guidelines for Parents

1. Be positive!  Give encouragement, support, and guidance.

2. The project should be primarily the work of the student.
3. Realize that the main purpose of the project is to help your student use and strengthen the basic skills he or she has learned and to develop higher level thinking skills.
4.  Help your student to plan a mutually agreed upon schedule to prevent a last minute project and a disrupted household.

5.  Help your student to design a safe project that is not hazardous in any way. Please supervise any internet research to assure safe and appropriate sites.
6. Help students to understand that research provides data and information which they need to read and summarize in their own words. Only their own writing should be presented to avoid plagiarism.

7. Help students to cite book and internet sources on their project sheet.

8. Look over the project, checking for correct grammar, spelling, accuracy, and neatness.

9. Realize that a good project does not have to cost a lot of money.  Many times a simple project that is well displayed and explained is the best.
10.  Help your student to understand that science is not a subject, but a “way to look at the world around us.”

Thank you!
