6B  SCIENCE
2011-2012
Mrs. Paula Parker
 
OBJECTIVES:
          **  To expand our knowledge in the areas of Cells and Heredity, Astronomy, and The
                Scientific Method
          **  To sharpen our ability to think like scientists
          **  To work cooperatively in small and large groups
          **  To become more responsible for our own materials and assignments
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:
          ** Assignments will be neat, complete, and on time.  A note will be written, by me, in 
             the assignment notebook if something is missing or incomplete.  The student is 
             required to get this signed.
**  Students will be prepared for class each day (binder, folder, assignment ntbk,
   complete pencil case, homework, IR book).
**  Students will review vocabulary and concepts on a regular basis.
**  Students will participate verbally and mentally in class.
**  Students will request extra help as needed, and check in after every absence.
** Everyone will strive to be respectful and responsible always.
 
MAKING UP MISSED WORK:
                   While some missed class work can be made up at home, the hands-on nature of 
          many lessons will require some work to be completed before or after school in the 
          class room.  Because many of the lessons build on each other, it is imperative that 
          students check in promptly after an absence, in order to make arrangements for 
          completing this work in a timely fashion.  
 
GRADING:
                    Term grades are based on daily assignments/homework, quizzes/tests, and lab
 reports, as well as effort and conduct.  Effort would include bringing all materials to 
class, participating appropriately, checking in after absence, coming for help as
 needed, and working to the best of one’s ability on all work products.  
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
                   I am available most days before school by 7:15.  My after school help day is 
          Thursday, until 3:00.  I welcome communication from parents and students by email
          (pparker@aps1.net), or by phone (978-623-8750).  Email is most efficient.
 

Grade 6 ELA Class Expectations and Curriculum
Ms. Maher - Team 6B
CMaher@aps1.net
 
 
Curriculum Overview
 
Welcome to 6th grade ELA!  I look forward to getting to know all the students on Team 6B.  In sixth grade, students have access to an exciting and rich curriculum that provides them with a wide variety of learning experiences to help develop reading and writing skills.  As explained in the 6th grade curriculum overview, in order for students to continue to extend their reading and writing skills, the two must be developed in tandem.  Therefore, ELA activities and assessments consist of both reading and writing components.  
The overarching theme in 6th grade is The Power of the Individual.  This theme is reflected throughout the literature studies of the following novels: Holes, The Cay, The Miracle Worker, and A Wrinkle in Time.  The goal of each unit is to facilitate students thinking and knowledge on the topic they are studying, while enhancing their reading and writing skills.   As they complete each unit, students will work with related texts and complete a variety of engaging, often differentiated activities.  Ultimately, students’ independent and collaborative efforts will help them better understand and answer the essential questions set forth at the beginning of each unit.
Throughout the school year, students will develop their writing, vocabulary and grammar skills through activities related to the literary text they are studying.  Writing activities will be focused on writing as a process, which includes prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and summative writing activities.  Grammar skills such as parts of speech, correct word agreement, sentence structure, capitalization, punctuation, and paragraph structure will be incorporated into each unit.  Additionally, students will work on literary concepts as they naturally occur within their reading experiences. 
 
 
 
 
Grading System
This year students will be demonstrating mastery of the sixth grade learning standards and benchmarks through a wide variety of activities and assessments.  Therefore, their grade will reflect a variety of assessments include daily and long term activities.  The grading system for students is as follows:
 
Classwork/Homework Assignments:        15 %
Projects/Long Term Activities:                 30%
Tests:                                                             30%
Quizzes:                                                         25%
                                                            ______________
Total                                                             100%
 
 
Homework
It is my belief that homework should be meaningful and help students develop and refine the skills they acquire in class.  Therefore, homework is never given for the sake of giving homework, but rather when it is deemed necessary and beneficial to student understanding.  Students should not spend more than 20 -30 minutes on homework nightly.  If a student struggles or finds that the time spent on ELA homework is excessive, please attach a parent note explaining the situation.  If there is no homework assigned, students are expected to read independently for 20 minutes.
            While late assignments will be accepted, they will not be given full credit.  If a nightly homework assignment is turned in late, it will be given half credit.  Students will lose 5 points for each day a project or a long term writing assignments are late.  **However, if a student is absent the day an assignment is due, they will receive full credit as long as they hand in the assignment when they return.  
 
Parent Concerns/Questions:
As always, if there are any parent concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to email or call me.  
 

6B Social Studies—Mr. Keane
 
Supplies
 
The following supplies must be brought to every social studies class for the entire year:
 
· your three ring binder (social studies notebook) 

· a pen 

· a pencil with an eraser 

· two highlighters of different colors 

· a pair of scissors 

· a variety of colored markers or pencils 

· a glue stick 

· a container for all of these supplies 

· a folder with pockets 

· your text book 

· assignment notebook 

· IR book
 
How to Succeed in Class
 
· Bring all supplies to every class 

· Be prepared for every class 

· Use your assignment book everyday 

· Always have your homework completed on time 

· Keep your notebook organized, neat, and up to date 

· Be attentive in class 

· Be on time for class 

· If you are absent and miss a class, see me to make up missed work on the day that you return to school. Do not wait until the next social studies class. 

· Ask questions!
 
Grades
 
Report card grades will be based on the following:
 
· Tests/quizzes 

· Class work 

· Projects 

· Class participation 

· Cooperative group work as well as independent study 

· Home assignments
Welcome to Team 6B Mathematics!                 September 2011
I am looking forward to working with you to learn new skills, reinforce old skills, and have fun with math.  Following are a few details regarding your math class.
       The Everyday Mathematics curriculum is used in Andover’s sixth grade math classes.  
       Assigned homework is due at the beginning of your next math class (unless otherwise noted).  The daily homework grade will be based on both effort and content as follows:
2 points – all or most of the homework is neatly done with work shown
1 point   – at least half of the homework is neatly done with work shown, or 
1 point   – completed homework is 1 class late
0 points – homework is not done or no work is shown
 
       All quizzes and tests will be signed by your parent/guardian 
       First term grading will be based on the following:
Homework - 40%
Classwork - 10%
Quizzes      - 20%
Unit Tests  - 30%
 
       I am available on Tuesday for after school help.
       After an end-of-year survey to determine home usage of the Everyday Math Reference Book, I have decided not to send home a book with every student (less than 5% of families ever used the book).  If you prefer,  you may request one to bring home.
I believe in open communication between parents and teachers.  Feel free to contact me via email with any concerns.  My email address is dmaienza@aps1.net.  I would appreciate receiving your email address on the slip below so that I can easily contact you if needed.
 
Sincerely,
Mrs. Maienza
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign and return bottom portion to indicate that you have read the Math 6B welcome letter.
 
______________________________________ 
Printed Student Name      
 
______________________________________                                                                             ___________________________________________
Student Signature                                                  Parent/Guardian Signature
______________________________________                                                                             ___________________________________________
Parent Em 
 

6th Grade Every Day Math
Mrs. Maienza
Room 120
 
 
Standard Daily Routine
        Write down homework in your assignment (including due date).
        Take out homework for teacher check (have snack)
        Use restroom if needed (one person at a time, sign out).
        Work on warm-up
 
        Go over warm-up (might be presented by students)
        Review homework (might be presented by students)
 
        Short lesson to introduce the day’s concepts.  Notes must be taken.
 
        Activity: could be journal pages, an Every Day math game, or a classroom project.
 
        Teacher dismisses the class once the bell has rung, students walk in an orderly fashion as they leave room, go to locker, and on to next period.
 
 
Classroom Expectations
 
I will always bring my best to each class, and in return, I would like you to do same.
This includes: 
 
        Respect toward teachers, your classmates, and school property.
        Coming prepared with your supplies (sharpened pencils, blue binder, blue folder, pencil case, assignment notebook, IR book, journal).
        Completing your homework neatly, showing all work.
        Be ready to share your work
        Participate in class discussions
        Complete your class work carefully, accurately, and by showing your work,
        Always seek clarification if you need it; there are no ‘dumb questions’, as long as they pertain to the math concept. 
