Europe Project

Directions:  For this project, you will work with a group based on the various skills of its members.  This project will have two phases: the first will have all members working together on a specific task; the second will have individual members working on a topic of their choosing.  

Phase 1:  The class will be divided into three groups based around three European countries (England, Germany, and Russia) and their allies during World War I, World War II, and the Cold War.  You will need to justify/criticize that country’s involvement in each of those events using historical events in a flow chart showing cause/effect.  For example, if you were doing a flow chart on the United States’ involvement, you would include reasons why we stayed out of the initial fighting of the world wars and then the reasons why we entered the wars eventually.  Then, you will pick one of the events that you used as a justification/criticism and theorize what would have happened if that country had acted in the opposite manner.  For example, what might have happened if the U.S. had entered the fighting in either world war from the start?  Would the wars have ending sooner, would fewer people die, would the economic impact on Europe be less devastating?  What would that mean for history in both the short-term and long-term?  For Phase 1, each group needs to complete the flow chart and the justification/criticism. 

 
The justification/criticism will be in the form of a two-column list of facts: one column showing what really happened, the other column showing what could have happened if the country acted in the opposite manner.  Although the hypothetical is opinion-based, your group must include facts to support that hypothesis.  For example, for the U.S. involvement in World War I, if we had entered sooner, maybe we could not have served as the final force that brought about the end of the war because we would have been weakened (like the European countries involved in the fighting), and our troops were not trained to fight.  Or maybe the war would have ended quicker because we could have provided more men and equipment from the start.  You would pick one idea and then find some supporting details to justify this hypothesis.  There is no right or wrong answer.  There are just more strongly defended positions, so make sure that your hypothesis is supported by facts.  Phase 1 is due March 8th (Blue); March 11th (Gold).

Phase 2 is described on the back, and will be more fact-based, with specific requirements for each individual member.    
   7th Grade Geography Europe Unit Choice Board

	Verbal/Linguistic

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic, and write a poem, fable, or creation myth; showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen.


	Musical/Rhythmic

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic, and create a song about that topic; showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen. 
	Visual/Spatial

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic, and create a collage, a PowerPoint display using pictures, a model, or a travel brochure; showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen.



	Logical/Mathematical

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic, and create charts, graphs, diagrams, or special purpose maps; showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen.


	Free Choice

Each group may select freely among the other categories, but you must have at least three different categories to present to the class on March 30th  (Blue) or March 31st  (Gold).   Each category must use 15 facts (not opinions, not generalities) and follow the guidelines for that category. 
	Bodily/Kinesthetic

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic,

and create a skit, role-play, or pantomime (charades); showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen.   

	Naturalist

Select a topic from one of the European countries (it could be a person, an event, a landform, etc); find 15 important facts about the topic, and create a landform/vegetation/native animal species diorama or special purpose maps; showing the significance of the topic to the country you have chosen.


	Interpersonal

Create a group presentation that includes at least three different categories; showing the significance of the topics of the country you have chosen and to world culture. 


	Intrapersonal

Select one of the European countries; find 15 important facts about the topic, and write a journal comparing/contrasting one nation to another or a reflection of how your life would be different if you lived in that nation; showing the significance of the topics to the countries you have chosen.




Grading Rubric

	Facts
	0 pts – No facts
	3 pts – 5-10 facts
	4 pts – 11-14  facts
	5 pts – 15 facts

	Category Compliance
	0 pts – No compliance
	3 pts – Vague compliance
	4 pts – Missing 1 or 2 aspects
	5 pts – Perfectly done

	Significance
	0 pts – No significance
	3 pts – Vague significance
	4 pts – Good job with connections
	5 pts – Perfectly done






















                Pts ____/15

Europe Project Phase 1 Cause/Effect Flowchart
Directions:  You have now been assigned a group and a position (either England, Germany, or Russia).  You will now justify/criticize that nation’s actions during one of three events (World War I, World War II, or the Cold War) based on facts from the text, class, or other sources.  You will need to provide three supporting claims for the cause of each event in the charts below.  The causes do not have to be immediately before the event, but can go back through history (as long as you explain why and how the events are connected.)  You will then fill in three supporting claims for the effect of that country’s actions.  Again, the effects might not be immediate, but can be more long-term (again, just show why and how the events are connected.)  On the back of this paper, you will have to come up with a hypothetical effect (if that country had acted in the opposite manner) for one of the three events.  You will have to defend your hypothetical position with three supporting claims, based on facts.  For example, the U.S. dropped two atomic bombs on Japan in 1945.  The “real” effects were that Japan surrendered quickly, ending World War II; the Cold War began; and the U.S. helped its European allies (and Japan) rebuild as a way to contain communism.  The opposite event would be that the U.S. did not drop the bombs.  The “hypothetical” events could be that Japan would not have surrendered, and fighting continued for years in the Pacific; America did not help Europe rebuild because it spent money on the continuing war, so Europe stayed devastated by World War II for decades; and the Soviets dropped atomic bombs on America in the 1960s, escalating into a nuclear holocaust (since there was no example of the destruction caused by the bombs in warfare, and therefore no fear of using atomic/nuclear weapons).  There could, of course, be any number of alternatives that could be supported by the same (or different) facts that would be just as possible because it is a hypothetical situation.  Think about the possibilities, and try to enjoy writing a new world history.
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