Newark Charter School

2009-2010 Course Syllabus for
5th Grade Latin (English Word Origins)

     The purpose envisioned for this “special” course for NCS fifth grade students is to expose students to approximately 70 Latin or Greek roots that commonly appear in our English vocabulary, in order that students can better decipher and understand the meanings of words they encounter, thereby enhancing their language arts skills.  
     The goal is for students to become lifelong “Latin Detectives” who can recognize and appreciate the classical roots (60%) in our English language.
The following are the learning targets for each class:
I know what the root word is and how to find it in an English word.

I know how to figure out the original meaning of the root word.
I know what the English derivative of the root word is.

I know how to figure out the meaning of the English derivative.

Grading Organization:
Grading will be divided into the following categories each quarter and will be based on the point system (i.e. if there is a 10-question quiz given, and the student gets 9 correct, he will be given a grade of 9/10, or 9 out of 10 points):

· Quizzes (two formal assessments approximately every 3 weeks)

· Tests (one formal assessment at the end of each quarter)

· Class work (approximately 4 graded activities)

· Projects (one homework project due each quarter, and one in-class project at the end of the year)

This class meets once a week throughout the school year.  Therefore it is imperative that students be responsible in making up any missed work.  If I do not have enough grades to fairly assess a student at the end of the quarter, the student may receive an incomplete (INC) on his report card until enough work is made up for evaluation.
Student Supplies Needed for Every Latin Class:
· Two-pocket folder with three-hole clasps in the center
· At least 10 sheets of three-hole notebook paper to place in the above folder
· Colored pencils 
· Optional: English/Latin Dictionary; index cards for study purposes
Parents: Please enter your email address to receive my weekly updates and quarterly schedules and to contact me, at http://new.schoolnotes.com/eforaker/
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