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	EHGEMS PTO Meeting Minutes
General Membership 

Meeting Date:  October 14, 2009
Meeting Time: 7:00 PM ET

Meeting Type: In Person

Location: EHGEMS
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	 Meeting called to order by Lisa Johnson at 7:00.

	Welcome- Introductions from all attendees

	Nurses report—Lorraine Morrero

	· Handout-includes guidelines from SDC, handout includes the latest FAQ’s, CREC guidelines

· School closing- EHGEMS will not close the school

· Vaccines- intranasal, have hierarchy of who/how will be given out
· Current policy: Stay healthy
· Wash hands, cover coughs, wipe things down, use hand sanitizer in between hand washes (will be getting alcohol-free Purell)
· Where to get vaccinated
· The school will not be having a flu shot clinic

· To find a clinic call the hotline on the handout, your own doctor, go to Walgreen’s, CVS.
· When to keep children home
· If have fever of 100 or more--will be sent home/should not be sent to school

· Flu symptoms- fever of 100 or more and a sore throat or cough.
· Should we vaccinate? Has it been tested?
· People over 50 have a slight immunity.
· Hasn’t been tested fully but is FDA approved.
· Vaccination is recommended by school nurse.
· Different information
· There is a lot of information being passed around about the vaccine with a lot of different opinions.  People have to decide what is best for the family.
· Is there a cut off for either flu shot?
· Pediatricians are not getting second doses of regular flu.

	Co Vice Treasurers Report

	· Budget

· Tight Budget- 11,500 less than last year due to lower starting cash, grant, money deposited into savings. Put money into savings because might need money to build a playground at the new school.

· Differences from last year- Income budget is slightly greater than presented last month due to the Pratt Science & Technology grant we received which will go to science department, Entertainment book sales is slightly less, fall fundraiser netted $2200, McDonalds nights have increased because of their success. Misc. fundraiser is for springtime fundraiser, school logo. 

· Expenses- Cultural programs line item is less with hope of having surplus dollars to put towards cultural programs. Playground equipment will get zero dollars this year; teacher allocation is $1,400 less than last year. However, if a teacher has need we will find the money. We also have a school discretionary fund that people can draw from. We are still giving teachers about $175 each. Science technology is receiving the Pratt Science & Technology grant, general purpose- $800 less than last year because insurance and PTO Today membership were paid last year for 2009. This was done because we were able to save money by paying ahead.

· Professional fees- Fees to for non-profit status. Atty Zeth Jacoby has done with GHS. Began helping us in September, followed up with him in October- he hasn’t forgotten. He is trying to determine if we need to incorporate or not. We may not want to incorporate because this organization is made up of parents who are always changing.  

· Motion to approve 2009-2010 budget- Motion passed.
· No concerns with balancing at this point. 

	Fundraising Report

	· Entertainment Books Fundraiser- sold 23 but we need to sell 100 to make a decent profit. The deadline is 10/20.     
· McDonald’s night- McDonalds gives us a percentage of all sales on that night. Thursday night is ideal because it is a high sale night. Planning a competition between classes and will give a pizza party for class with highest attendance to all McDonalds nights. Last year we profited between $130-500 per night. It is a very easy fundraiser. There are healthy dinner choices and the kids can play in the playground area. 

	Fall Fest Update

	· Room parents reach out- will be calling parents to ask for help
· Set up on Friday night, 1 hour shifts on Saturday working one of the games, selling tickets, announcing concerts, photographer, clean up between 4-5pm.
· Food

· Hamburgers, veggie-burgers, hotdogs, popcorn, chips, orange drinks, ice tea, pies. 

· Games

· Pumpkin decorating- Tanya will get stickers at Michaels in Manchester. 

· Raffle Baskets

· Send in any donation even if it is not one of the suggested items.
· Next Fall Fest planning meeting

· October 20th 7pm at EHGEMS.

	Advisory Board

	· Mariana wants to do both- she will fill the last spot for East Hartford. 

· Motion to approve Mariana for Advisory Board Rep.- motion approved.

· Need 3 Glastonbury representatives- not looking for Kindergarten parents. 

· The group meets five times a year. Each meeting is one hour. It is a 2 year term. 

	New Business

	· Honorable Mention

· Terry Wilson wrote a letter to PTO Today to nominate the EHGEMS PTO for PTO Group of the Year.  We were awarded honorable mention along with about 100 others out of about 500. 
· Building Update

·  Budget delays have been holding up the process. However, the budget was signed last week and now things will pick up the pace for building. Hopeful that things will start moving very soon. The original designs were originally done for a space in East Hartford.  They have gone with a new architect and building is being designed for new space in Glastonbury.
· Enrollment as of October 1st:
· 261 students at the school 135 from East Hartford (51.7%), 119 from Glastonbury (45.6%) and 7 from Hartford (2.7%). 

· Japanese School 

· Very fun, especially cute this year.  

· Fall Beatification

· November 14th 10am until finish (rain date 11/15)

· Bring rakes, gloves, tarps, weed whackers, garden tools, bulbs, etc.

· There will be coffee donuts

· Parent Education

· PTSO is featuring SEPTA (special needs) at a meeting.
· Would like to determine if EHGEMS has interest in bringing a speaker here. Send Lisa feedback if you are interested.

· Also, if you would have an idea for a speaker please let Lisa know. Possible ideas- bullying, nutrition, we could also have teachers come.

	Misc. Discussion Items

	· Sunset Ridge (East Hartford 6th Grade)
· Unknown if it is closing. What happens to students after 5th grade remains uncertain.

	Meeting adjourned by Lisa Johnson at 8:25pm Next meeting: January 20 at EHGEMS 7pm (tentative)
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