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“Cool Runnings”
The Olympics are not only a great display of athleticism and team work, it is also a great way to see different cultures from around the world.  The video, “Cool Runnings”, is an example of how everyone, no matter what part of the world you are from can succeed in this international event.  Here, you are judged based only on your skill and performance.  Your language, skin color, gender, and beliefs do not affect your scores. 

Directions:  Choose ONE of the following writing prompts.  You must respond with 2-3 well developed paragraphs on a separate sheet of paper.
1.  After the Jamaicans arrive in Canada, they find that not everyone is as excited as they are to be a part of the winter Olympics.  Two of the characters have the following conversation:

Junior Bevill: “Seemin' to you nobody likes us?” 
Yul Brenner: “We're different. People are always afraid of what's different.”
Why do you believe that people are afraid of what is different?  Give one example in your life that you  have seen or heard of a person being ridiculed, made fun of, or persecuted (to mistreat and/or harass someone).  What can you do to make sure that the people around you keep an open mind when it comes to learning from people who are different from you?

2.  There is a scene in the video where the Jamaicans go out to a line dancing party while they are in Canada.  While many of the people were unhappy that they were there, Sanka embraced the “cowboy” image and tried to learn how to line dance.  

Do you think it would be difficult for you to step out of your comfort zone and do something like this?  Why?  Why do you think that more people do not keep an open mind and try to learn something from another culture?  What is one thing you would like to learn from another culture?

