M/J Comprehensive Science 1 (Gifted / Advanced) /Course Number:  2002050

Mr. Leone / room 261 / 2011-2012
Contact Information

District E-mail: 
fleone@dadeschools.net
Course Website:  
http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/66460/1
Course Description
(http://www.floridastandards.org/Courses/PublicPreviewCourse57.aspx?ct=1&kw=2002050)
The content of this course should include, but not be limited to, the following Next Generation Sunshine State Standards:
· Big Idea 1:
The Practice of Science


· Big Idea 2:
The Characteristics of Scientific Knowledge
· Big Idea 3:
The Role of Theories, Laws, Hypotheses, & Models

· Big Idea 6:
Earth Structures

· Big Idea 7:
Earth Systems & Development

· Big Idea 10:
Energy

· Big Idea 11: 
Energy Transfer & Transformations

· Big Idea 12:
Motion of Objects

· Big Idea 13:
Forces & Changes in Motion

· Big Idea 14:
Organization & Development of Living Organisms

· Big Idea 15:
Diversity & Evolution of Living Organisms

· Big Idea 16:
Heredity & Reproduction

All students will be issued Pearson’s Florida Course I Interactive Science during the first week of school.  This book will serve as a guide for the topics covered in class, but other resources will be utilized to provide greater depth and enrichment as deemed necessary.

Grading Criteria

      Attendance in class is essential to earning a passing grade.  Late work is not accepted.  If absent, make-up work must be obtained immediately upon the student’s return to school, and this is the student’s responsibility.  Participation in class discussions and asking questions are encouraged, and it seems that at the end of every year the students that were successful were truly involved in what was going on in class. Cheating, copying work, and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  No student should be in possession of, or put their signature on, any other student’s work at anytime unless authorized by the teacher.  
Quizzes…………………………… ………………1 grade

(~3 / grading period)

Tests……………………………………………….3 grades

(~3 / grading period)

Notebook checks (labs, homework, & class work)..3 grades

(~4 / grading period)

Projects…………………………………………….3-5 grades
(~1 / grading period)

Current Sciences…………………………………...1 grade

(~4 / grading period)

*Including weighting, this results in approximately 25 – 30 grades per grading period.
Standard Grading Scale

100 – 90
A
89 – 80
B

79 – 70
C

69 – 60
D

59 – 0

F

Class Rules

     The rules I expect students to follow are consistent with the rules stated in Southwood’s Student Agenda Book.  It is very important that everyone in class reads and understands all of the classroom rules completely.  These rules are made for the benefit of all students and must be adhered to throughout the school year.  Adherence to these rules will allow us a comfortable class environment which will make this class an enjoyable and educational experience. 
 Special Note:  The use of any electronic devices, unless authorized by the teacher, is strictly prohibited and such devices will be confiscated.    
The general rule to follow is that of RESPECT…






…respect others and their property






…respect school property






…respect yourself

Course Materials

     The following must be brought to class on a daily basis—

_____ 1” three-ring binder w/ pockets
_____ basic calculator



_____ lined paper 



_____ small plastic ruler 


_____ pen (blue or black only)

_____ colored pencils



_____ pen (red for checking)


_____ reading material


_____ pencil / manual sharpener

_____ flash drive (recommended)
Additional Information

     Students will be issued an agenda book at the beginning of the year in which they will be encouraged to write down their homework on a daily basis.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with the agenda book and parents should monitor their child’s progress by requesting to see it periodically.  Additionally, students and parents can access grades from either the Student or Parent Portal located at-- http://www.dadeschools.net.
* I have read and understand all of the information above, 

  ______________________________ 
______________________________   __________        

(student’s name)


 
(student’s signature)


(date)
  ______________________________
______________________________   __________

(parent’s name)



(parent’s signature)


(date)  

