Biology classroom objectives, expectations, and grading policy
Mrs. Zampini 

Course objectives:  Biology is an experimental life science.  Topics in biology include the diversity of living organisms, evolution, genetics, DNA and DNA technology, cells and their chemistry, and interactions of cells and organisms and their environment.  This course is designed to teach the student to understand and appreciate the unity and diversity that characterizes life on earth.  These topics will be explored through a variety of means:  Class discussion and notes, textbook assignments, laboratory experiments and investigations, library and computer research and writing exercises.  
In addition to developing an appreciation of current social issues that involve science and technology, this biology course is designed to increase scientific literacy and prepare students to be successful on the CAPT.  Students will go beyond simply acquiring scientific knowledge to applying, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating that knowledge.  Students will also learn and practice effective reasoning, critical thinking, and problem solving.
We will examine the requirements of scientific experimentation and the limits of science.  In order to develop skills of effectiveness of writing, formal lab reports will be written after each lab experience.  
Daily expectations:

Be on time.
Be prepared to learn.  Students are expected to bring their notebook, homework and a writing utensil to class each day.
Be respectful of people and objects.
Students may never open a fish tank or put anything into the fish tank.
No eating or drinking in the classroom.

Extra help:

I am available for extra help and make up work after school each day.  Students should make an appointment with me to stay after though, so that I will make sure I am available for them.  During the school day, I sometimes have time to give extra help or give make up work (Periods C, E, and H).  Students must see me ahead of time, so that I can give them a pass to get out of their study halls.

Grading:
	Tests and major projects:
There will be 3 – 5 major unit tests or projects every quarter.  Test dates are always announced in advance so that students may prepare for them and get extra help if needed.
	40 % of quarter grade

	Quizzes and minor projects:

There will be 6 – 9 quizzes or smaller projects throughout every quarter.  Quizzes are normally announced ahead of time but may not be.
	20 % of quarter grade

	Lab reports:

There will be 7 – 10 lab reports each quarter.   Students will work with lab partners during the lab period, but are to write up their own individual lab reports.  Some labs will be open ended (with student generated hypotheses, procedures as well as observations and conclusions), while other lab experiences will be more directed.  There is a proper format for lab reports which will be reviewed with the students.
	30 % of quarter grade

	Homework and class participation

Homework is assigned on a daily basis.  Homework assignments are always checked and gone over, and sometimes they are collected and graded.   Each student will be given a calendar at the beginning of each month.  If a homework assignment is checked for completeness and effort, a stamp will be given to the student on his/her homework calendar for that day.  At the end of the month, the calendars will be collected and will be averaged into the homework part of the student’s grade.
	10 % of quarter grade


Please sign on the lines below to indicate that you have read and understood the Biology classroom objectives and grading policy.  This paper will be collected and kept in my files for the school year.
_____________________________________


   _____________

Student Signature





Date

_____________________________________


   ______________



Parent Signature





Date

Please leave me a name and phone number where I can reach you during the day or evening.

Daytime Contact:   

Name(s): ___________________________________________  

Phone Number: ________________________

In the evening:

Name(s): ___________________________________________

Phone number: _________________________

Parents:  Please feel free to call me and leave a message on my voice mail if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress in Biology.  My voice mail number is 896 – 2352  ext. 263.
