Physics Classroom Objectives and Grading Policy

Mrs. Zampini

Physics is a laboratory science that examines nature’s basic rules.  This year, we will cover fundamental physical principles of motion (straight-line and circular), the concepts of work and energy, electricity and magnetism, light and sound.  Students will be expected to reason effectively, think critically and solve problems.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of science through labs, tests, quizzes and projects.  Success in this class requires dedicated work and class participation by the student.  Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning by asking questions and participating in class discussions.  Students are also responsible for making up work from when they are absent.  Students must ask the teacher for the assignments and must make arrangements to make up work in a timely fashion (missed lab work should be made up within 3 days of the lab, tests and quizzes should be made up on the day of the student returns to school unless otherwise arranged).  Extra help and make up work can be arranged with the teacher to be done either during school or after school.  
Daily expectations:

· Come to class on time and be prepared to learn

· Students are to bring their notebooks (three-ring binders are preferred), their homework, a scientific calculator, their textbooks, and a writing utensil to class every day.

· Students are to treat each other, the teacher and the school equipment with care and respect.

Grading Policy:

	Tests and major projects
	There will be about 4 tests or major projects per quarter.  Tests will be announced in advance to allow the student time to study and get extra help.
	30 % of quarter grade

	Quizzes and minor projects
	There will be 6 – 9 quizzes or minor projects per quarter. Quizzes are usually announced in advance, but may be given without prior notice.
	25 % of quarter grade

	Lab reports
	There will be 7 – 9 lab experiments per quarter.  Some labs will be open-ended, requiring the student to design procedure.  Some labs will be following a lab manual.  Even though labs may be performed with a partner, lab reports are ALWAYS to be done individually by each student.
	25 % of quarter grade

	Graded homework
	There will be homework assigned most every night of the school week.  Sometimes homework will be collected and graded and sometimes homework will be stamped and gone over in class
	10 % of the quarter grade

	Stamped homework and class participation
	Sometimes homework will be assigned and checked in class for completeness.  Homework calendars will be kept by each student and must be brought to class each day.  When homework is being checked and corrected in class, the teacher will stamp the student’s calendar if the homework was completed and good effort is evident.  At the end of each month, the teacher will collect the calendars and average all of the homework stamps for that month.
	10 % of the quarter grade


We have read the expectations for Physics.  We understand and accept these expectations.
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