                  Home Science Project  

Just raid the fridge or kitchen cupboard. You’ll be amazed at how many experiments you can find right in your own kitchen. Choose one from the following list and complete your lab report by using your scientific experiment notes (see handout). 

Fridge:

1. What’s the relationship between an ice cream’s fat content and its price?

2. Does soda lose its fizz faster in the refrigerator or at room temperature?

3. In a blind taste test, can you tell the difference between nonfat, lowfat, and whole milk?

4. If you hold your nose while eating, can you tell the difference between a slice of orange and a slice of grapefruit?

5. When you pour soda out of a newly opened bottle, what produces more fizz: regular or diet soda?

6. Do bigger lemons have more seeds than smaller ones?

7. Can you taste the difference between bottled and tap water?

Cupboard:

1. Which cereal brand stays crunchy in milk longest?

2. Which potato chip can bear the most weight: rippled or smooth?

3. Can adults taste the difference between regular and decaffeinated coffee?

Countertop:

1. Which bread turns moldy the fastest: store-bought or bakery bread?

2. Which of these can you smell from farthest away: a whole clove, a crushed one, or minced garlic?

3. What’s the best way to get garlic smell off your hands?
4. What toasts faster: plain or buttered bread?
5. Does a banana ripen faster on the kitchen counter or in a paper bag?
6. Which kind of gum keeps its flavor longest: sugar-free or regular?
7. Which whitens stains better: vinegar or lemon?
Name___________________________________ Date_____________

Scientific Experiment Notes

Writing a Lab Report

I.      Title:           States the name of the investigation.

II.    Problem:      States the problem question you are 

                            investigating in the form of a question to be

                            answered. Your entire report should relate

                            to this question.

III. Hypothesis:  States a tentative answer to the problem; an

                            educated guess or your prediction about what

                            will happen.

IV.  Materials:     Lists all the materials necessary for the

                            investigation.

V.    Procedure:    Explains exactly how the investigation is carried

                            out in the order you complete each step.

                           Anyone reading this should be able to duplicate

                           (copy) the investigation without further

                            explanation.

VI.   Results:        Objectively relates everything that you

                            observed happening. Diagrams, graphs,

                            sketches, and data tables should be used

                            whenever possible. Does not include your

                            interpretation of the results. 

VII. Conclusion:   States a summary of your interpretation of the

                            results. States whether your hypothesis was

                            supported or not, and why. It also explains how

                            the investigation went and what you learned.

