Study Notes for Europe Post Test- 2011

Geography
· Be able to locate the Alps Mountains, Pyrenees Mountains, Ural Mountains, the Iberian Peninsula, the Scandinavian Peninsula, the North European Plain, the Rhine River, and the English Channel on a map of Europe.

· Be able to locate the United Kingdom, Spain, France, Germany, Poland, Belgium, Italy, Ukraine, and Russia on a map of Europe. 

· Romance Languages are French, Italian, and Spanish.
· In order to solve the problem of so many languages, many Europeans are learning English, the language of business. 
· The United Kingdom became a leader in world trade because it is an island in the Atlantic Ocean that has warm waters due to the North Atlantic Current creating the Marine West Coast climate. Also it is located near many countries.
· In 1986 in Chernobyl, Ukraine, there was a nuclear reactor explosion.

· The Russian language uses the Cyrillic alphabet.

· Italy’s geographic location has helped its merchants become successful traders because of its location on the Mediterranean Sea which provides access to Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

· The sacred text for the religion of Christianity is the Bible, Judaism uses the Torah, and Islam uses the Koran. 

· Christianity is the largest religion in Europe.
History

· The Pope sent Europeans to remove Muslims from the Holy land from 1095-1291.

· In 1492, Columbus explored the Bahamas and discovered the new world. 

· In the 1520’s and 1530’s the Spanish conquered the Aztec and Inca

· In 1564 the Spanish took control of the Philippines.
· Prince Henry the Navigator wanted to send ships south to Africa because he wanted a route around Africa to the Asian markets. 
· Prince Henry the Navigator wanted to spread Christianity. 
· The first British colonists in Australia were prisoners. 
· Nationalism played a part in Europe’s competition to colonize because having colonies made countries feel more important and successful than other countries.

· Czar Nicholas II had an autocracy when he ruled over Russia. 

· The Russian Revolution began when there were food shortages in Russia. The people of Russia were unhappy with food shortages, high amounts of poverty, and had a strong dissatisfaction with the government.
· The Treaty of Versailles was most damaging to the German economy after World War I because Germany had to pay large amounts of money to the Allies. 
· WWII Events: 1. Germans were unhappy because of high unemployment and poverty. 2. Hitler was named chancellor of Germany. 3. Germany invaded Poland. 4. France and Great Britain declared war on Germany which started WWII.

· As a result of the Holocaust, the United Nations created a Jewish state and made genocide a crime.

· The Soviet Union was the leader of the Eastern Bloc. 

· The Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall were two terms used to describe the dividing line between eastern and western, communist and noncommunist areas. 
· The Iron Curtain separated Eastern Europe from Western Europe
· The Berlin Wall separated West Berlin from East Berlin. 
· Germany’s reunification led to the downfall of the Soviet Union.

· The breakup of the Soviet Union marked the end of the Cold War.

· Russia is the largest country of the former Soviet Union.

Government 

· The main reason the European Union was created was to make Europe more competitive in world markets and to solve common problems.
· The governments of Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom are alike because they are all federal systems, all citizens are treated equally, and at least one part of the government is elected by the people

· An autocratic government would the fewest number of people be involved in making the rule of law. There is only one ruler. 

· Power is distributed in a unitary government through a central government that may give power to lower levels but can take it away at any time.

· The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy, a parliamentary democracy, and a unitary government.

· A confederation is a small group of states or communities that come together to support each other and to work on common problems. Membership is voluntary.  These are reasons why the British Commonwealth and European Union are examples of a confederation. 

· The president and a prime minister are alike because they can elect lawmakers, run the military, and control the government. 

· The Prime minister has the most government power in a parliamentary system. 

Economy

·  In a Free Market Economy individuals have the most freedom. 
· It is important for a country to invest in human capital because the more education a person has the better off his or her country’s GDP will be.
· Physical capital (Capital goods) is investing in machinery, buildings, or automobiles.

· Education is an example of human capital. 

· An entrepreneur is a person who uses his or her money and time to start a business. 

· A company would spend money to buy new machines for its factories rather than continue to use older machines that were still working because new machines might help the company produce more goods at a lower price. 

· Constructing a new factory is an example of investing in physical capital by a company.
· Europe is least likely to have uneducated children. Europe is most likely to have good health care, high-paying jobs, and modern technology. 

· A main reason for people to exchange currency is for people to buy and sell goods with other countries. 
· Literacy is the ability to read and write.
· Natural resources help a country’s economy because companies can export the resources to other countries.
· An embargo, government order to stop trade with another country, would be unsuccessful if the count is able to find other trading partners not in the embargo. 
