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EHS STUDENTS WILL: Read and write effectively




Reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems




Practice moral and ethical conduct



Utilize resources including media, computers, and other technologies
TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT - ENGLISH IV

The term paper is your opportunity to bring together all of your previous experience in reading and formal expository writing to produce a completed ten page paper (that’s word processed pages, double spaced—no, the outline and Works Cited pages do not count).

The model and written instruction for this paper will be Ellington High School’s own, MLA-based, term paper handbook (often referred to as “the term paper document”) of which you will receive your own copy to consult and keep forever.

The assignment requires you to choose a work by a writer of merit as your central focus and to explore the indicated central question or another one that you plan with the instructor).  If the written work is non-fiction, you will definitely need an alternate central question.
I will be as flexible as possible in allowing you to choose a work you will enjoy and to modify the central question if there is reason to do so.  The one criterion about which I will NOT be flexible is that I am not interested in reading what a lot of critics had to say about work with which you have no familiarity.  YOU MUST READ THE BOOK.  I am excluding: work by an author whom you studied in depth in previous English classes; the works/authors that you used for previous research papers; Sylvia Plath; and Stephen King and other “popular level” writers whose work is not likely to support the depth that you need to successfully accomplish this task.  I cannot urge you strongly enough to choose a work you will enjoy exploring.  If you settle for a book because you waited too long and it’s the only one you can find, you may sentence yourself to an unpleasant chore.  Choose wisely—browse through a number of works before making your decision.

While I have no intention of monitoring every library trip or counting note cards, I will be checking for the completion of certain tasks on particular dates.  This practice will serve my “teacherly” purpose in checking up on you; I hope it will force you to avoid the last minute rush; and, as a bonus, the very careful among you can measure the schedule against your own need for time and adapt it for your college papers.

Accompanying this sheet are the central question, a list of suggested authors whose works are likely to allow you to be successful on this assignment, brief descriptors of possible grades, and a schedule of “due dates.”

This is the suggested central question.

To what extent does this work reflect its time period? (That is, in what ways and how much does it reflect the events, values and cultural climate of the time preceding and during which it was written?)

These are the names of some writers whom you might consider for such a project (although not every work by each of these writers will be appropriate).  The list is by no means complete, nor is it meant to exclude any authors of your choice.  I, however, must approve your choice.  I will base my decision not on personal preference but on my best understanding of whether you’ve made a choice likely to lead to success.

Achebe, Chinua

Allende, Isabelle

Atwood, Margaret

Auden, W. H.

Austen, Jane

Baldwin, James

Bronte, Charlotte

Browning, Robert 

Byron, Lord (George Gordon)

Camus, Albert

Cisneros, Sandra

Coetze, J. M.

Defoe, Daniel 

Dickens, Charles

Elliot, George (Mary Ann Evans)

Forster, E. M.

Golding, William

Goldsmith, Oliver 

Gordimer, Nadine

Greene, Graham

Hardy, Thomas

Houseman, A. E.

Hurston, Zora Neale

Huxley, Aldous

Keats, John

Kingsolver, Barbara

Kingston, Maxine Hong

Kipling, Rudyard

Lawrence, D. H.

Lessing, Doris

Momaday, N. Scott

Morrison, Toni

Muir, Edwin

O’Brien, Tim

Orwell, George

Owen, Wilfred

Paton, Alan

Pope, Alexander 

Potok, Chaim

Reed, Henry

Sassoon, Sigfried

Shaw, George Bernard

Shelley, Mary

Shelley, Percy

Silko, Leslie

Stevenson, Robert L.

Swift, Jonathan 

Thomas, Dylan

Vonnegut, Kurt

Walker, Alice

Wharton, Edith

Wilde, Oscar

Woolfe, Virginia

Yeats, William B.
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