Term Paper Rubric

	
	Demonstrated

Mastery
	Demonstrated

Near Mastery
	Demonstrated

Competence
	Needs Improvement

	Organization/

Unity
	The paper’s

· eloquent and seamless organization forms a unified whole.

· sequence of main points is effective and meets the needs of the reader.
· inconspicuous transitions connect ideas smoothly.           10
	The paper’s

· clear and effective organization forms a unified whole.

· sequence of main points makes sense and meets the needs of the reader.

· effective transitions connect ideas smoothly.

8-9
	The paper’s

· basic organization almost forms a unified whole.

· sequence of main points makes sense and meets the needs of the reader, at times.

· transitions connect ideas smoothly, at times.
6-7
	The paper

· is not clearly or effectively organized and does not form a unified whole.

· is haphazardly sequenced and does not make sense or meet the needs of the reader.

· lacks effective transitions.
1-5

	Research 

	The writer

· demonstrates serious, in-depth research.  

· effectively incorporates five or six sources.  

· avoids plagiarism and appropriately documents and explains the sources used.

· utilizes all valid, peer-reviewed secondary sources.                   30
	The writer

· demonstrates serious research.

· appropriately incorporates four or five sources.

· avoids plagiarism and appropriately documents and explains the sources used.

· utilizes valid, peer-reviewed secondary sources.
25-29
	The writer

· demonstrates adequate research.  

· appropriately incorporates three or four sources.

· avoids plagiarism and at times explains sources used adequately. 
· utilizes mostly valid, peer-reviewed secondary sources.
16-24
	The writer

· demonstrates inadequate, cursory, or superficial research.  
· does not use sources appropriately and/or does not use enough sources.

· plagiarizes albeit unintentionally.

1-15

	MLA
	· The works cited flawlessly documents sources used, following all MLA conventions.
· Parenthetical citations allow for easy access to sources; documentation follows all MLA conventions.
· All other MLA conventions are followed accurately: heading, header, pagination, margins.    10

	· The works cited accurately documents sources used, following most MLA conventions.

· Parenthetical citations allow for easy access to sources; documentation follows most MLA conventions.

· All other MLA conventions are followed accurately: heading, header, pagination, margins.   8-9
	· The works cited accurately documents sources used, following some MLA conventions.

· Parenthetical citations allow for easy access to sources; documentation usually follows most MLA conventions.

· All other MLA conventions are followed accurately: heading, header, pagination, margins.  6-7
	· The works cited fails to accurately document sources used, ignoring most MLA conventions.

· Parenthetical citations are incorrect and/or do not allow for easy access to sources; documentation does not follow MLA conventions.
· Overall, MLA conventions are not accurately followed.          1-5

	Surface Errors 

	· There are no errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, or spelling.

10
	· There are few to no errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, or spelling.

8-9
	· There are some errors in mechanics, usage, grammar or spelling.  

6-7
	· There are many errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, or spelling.  

1-5

	Audience Awareness and

Development of Thesis/Use of Supporting Evidence

 
	The writer

· significantly answers his/her problematic question through the paper.

· narrows, defines, and clarifies the central purpose/question for this paper.

· crafts a thesis that aims at the intended audience and is clear after reading the entire paper.
· constructs an effective argument with credible appeals to logic.
· effectively uses supporting material from the outside sources to advance and argue for the central thesis.

· presents a compelling argument.

· sophisticatedly balances both primary and secondary sources in support of the thesis.               30
	The writer

· adequately answers his/her problematic question through the paper.
· narrows, defines, and clarifies the central purpose/question for this paper.

· crafts a thesis that aims at the intended audience and is mostly clear after reading the entire paper.
· adequately constructs an effective argument with credible appeals to logic.

· uses supporting material from the outside sources to advance and argue for the central thesis. 

· presents a solid argument.

· adequately balances both primary and secondary sources in support of the thesis.                       25-29
	The writer

· answers his/her problematic question through the paper.

·  attempts to narrow, define, and clarify the central purpose/question for this paper.

· creates a thesis that aims at the intended audience and is nearly clear after reading the entire paper.
·  attempts to construct an effective argument with credible appeals to logic.

·  uses minimal supporting material from the outside sources to advance the central thesis.

·  presents a reasonable argument.

·  attempts to balance primary and secondary sources, but there is an obvious strain.
16-24
	The writer

· attempts to answer his/her problematic question through the paper.

· does not adequately narrow, define, or clarify the central purpose/question for this paper.

· main point/thesis may aim at the intended audience and may be clear after reading the entire paper.
· attempts to construct an argument but leaves the reader with many questions.

· presents an unfinished argument.

· does not effectively use supporting material from the outside sources, or the writer relies too heavily on primary or secondary sources.  

1-15

	Style
	The writer’s text contains:

· sentence fluency which seamlessly ties ideas together.
· artfully constructed sentence structures which are successfully varied, thus making the reading more interesting and smooth.
· fluent and rhythmic writing when read aloud.
· precise, engaging, and unaffected word choice which elevates ideas and “adds something” to the paper’s presentation.
· language that is natural, not overdone; never shows a lack of control; clichés and jargon never used.
10
	The writer’s text contains:

· mostly fluent sentences which successfully tie ideas together.

· thoughtfully constructed sentence structures which are successfully varied, thus making the reading more interesting and smooth.
· mostly fluent and rhythmic writing when read aloud.
· specific and appropriate word choice which enhances ideas and supports the paper’s presentation.
· language that is mostly fluent; rarely shows a lack of control; clichés and jargon rarely used.
8-9
	The writer’s text contains:

· some fluent sentences which effectively tie ideas together.
· at times, sentences carefully constructed and varied; at times, sentences repetitive and/or awkward.
· flat or mechanical rather than fluent or rhythmic writing when read aloud.
· mundane word choice which conveys ideas but detracts from the paper’s presentation.
· language that usually flows relatively smoothly; occasionally shows a lack of control; clichés and jargon may be present.
6-7
	The writer’s text:

· does not focus on sentence fluency.  A monotony of sentence patterns is created.
· sounds choppy and disjointed when read aloud.
· contains vague or imprecise word choice which detracts from the writer’s message, and the paper reads as sophomoric, at best.
· does not flow; shows a lack of control; clichés and jargon may be present; repetition or redundancy which is distracting.
1-5


Comments:
English IV, Level 1

