Reader Response Blog
The reading blog is a place for you to communicate thoughts and feelings about what you are reading.  If you do not have access to a computer, you may choose to turn in a written reading reflection, but you need to follow the same guidelines set up for the blog.  The blog is a window for me to look through to see what you are thinking and what you know about what you are reading.  

 

What are the expectations?  (Requirements)  You should:
1. Read for at least 120 minutes every two weeks (30 minutes four times a week). 

2. Label your blog by including: 

a. the book title, the author 

b. the dates that you read or the times adding up to 120 minutes per week.  Also include how many pages you read (for each day that you read).

3. Your entries should be: 

a. Easy to read—use a font type and color that is easy to read.  If you write, use neat handwriting.  Do not use all capital letters or lower case letters in your blog entries.  Do not use “texting” abbreviations, etc. 

b. You need to write using complete sentences and follow the rules for capitalization, spelling, punctuation, etc.) 

c. You should write a minimum of 7 sentences in the summary and at least four sentences in the text analysis. 

d. Use details from your reading to support your thoughts. 

e. Use one of the following reading strategies or a question from the reading reflection topic list to reflect on what you have read:

                       i.      Question – Ask yourself questions about important ideas in the story.  If you cannot answer these questions, reread and search for answers in the text.

                      ii.      Predict – As you are reading, try to figure out what is going to happen next.  Use the text to help you decide what will happen next – confirm as you read.

                     iii.      Connect – Look at the links between what you are reading and the real world.

1.      Connect the text to self (similar events in your life)

2.      Connect the text to another text (books, movies, T.V. etc.)
3.     Connect the text to life (real world events)

4. Reading Vocabulary: List any words in your reading for which you did not know the meaning.  You can include words that are unusual, etc. 
Reader Response Rubric 
	Category
	Excellent
	Average
	Below Average
	Needs Much Improvement

	Weekly Responses 

(1 every two weeks)

 

 

(reading)
	Responses are recorded on time, labeled and dated correctly.
	Responses are recorded on time, labeled and dated correctly more than 50% of the time.
	Responses are not recorded on time or dated correctly (less than 50% of the time).
	Responses are not labeled.

	Connections
Questions
Predictions
 
 
 
 
 
(reading)
	Student successfully makes a connection, asks a question, makes a prediction, or thoughtfully answers a reader response question.
	Student attempts to make a connection, ask a question, make a prediction, or thoughtfully answer a journal question.
	Student makes little attempt to make a connection, ask a question, make a prediction, or thoughtfully answer a journal question.
	Student makes no attempt to make a connection, ask a question, make a prediction, or thoughtfully answer a journal question.

	Completion
Entry has at least two paragraphs (1st consisting of 7+ sentences and the 2nd containing 4+ sentences).

(writing)
	Response is completed with two paragraphs (1st consisting of 7+ sentences and the 2nd consisting of 4+ sentences) 
	Response has two paragraphs that are missing one or two sentences.
	Response has two paragraphs that are missing three or four sentences.
	Response has one paragraph or is missing more than four sentences.

	Vocabulary

(reading)
	5+ new or unusual words are listed
	4 new or unusual words are listed
	3 new or unusual words are listed
	 Only 1 or 2 words are listed

	Response Quality
Responses are fully developed and on topic.

(writing)
	Responses are fully developed and strongly on-topic and contain many specific details.
	Responses are acceptably developed and remain on-topic for the most part and contain some specific details.
	Responses are underdeveloped, do not remain on topic, or have few specific details.
	No response provided or writing is completely off-topic.

	Mechanics and Spelling
(writing)
	The response is concise and to the point, in complete sentences and uses correct grammar.  There are no spelling mistakes.
	The response is mostly accurate, and/or the writing has one or two spelling mistakes.
	There are some grammar mistakes, and/or the entry has 3-5 spelling mistakes.
	Because of grammar mistakes and/or spelling errors, the entry is difficult to read.


 

· The teacher will grade reading responses every other week on your class’s assigned day.  

· If you are turning in a written response instead of a blog, you will need to turn it in following the format provided below.  
 

If you can’t think of a writing topic, you may use one of these.  You may only use each twice.  Support your answers with specific details from your reading.
 
Fiction Questions/Topics
1.      What character(s) was your favorite?  Why?

2.      What character did you dislike?  Why?

3.      Does anyone in this work remind you of anyone you know?  Explain.

4.      Are you like any character in this work?  Explain

5.      If you could be any character in this work, who would you be?  Explain.

6.      Do any incidents, ideas, or actions in this work remind you of your own life or something that happened to you?  Explain.

7.      Are there any parts of this work that were confusing to you? Which parts?  Why do you think you got confused?

8.      Do you think the title of this work is appropriate?  Is it significant?  Explain.  What do you think the title means?

9.      Would you change the ending or any other part of the story?  What would you change and why?

10.  Is the setting described well enough to put a picture of it in your mind?  Why or why not?

11.  Think of a problem that a character had to face.  Write the problem and how the character solved it or is working to solve it.  If you were that character, what would you do differently?

12.  What have you found boring about what you’ve been reading.  What made it boring?  If you were the author, what would you do to make it more interesting?

13.  What have you learned about life from what you are reading?

14.  What questions would you like answered about your reading?  Would you like the book better if you knew those answers now?  Why?

15.  What surprises you in this story?  Explain.

16.  Would you be friends with the main character?  Why or why not?

17.  Write a quote from our reading that really stood out for you.  Tell why you selected this quote.

18.  List five major events in order from first to last.  Which did you find the most interesting?

19.  What is the author trying to tell you about life?  Describe this theme and tell why it is important.

20.  What is the mood of what you are reading (happy, sad, funny, serious, etc)?  Defend your idea.
21. Would you recommend this book to a friend? Write what would you say?
 

Nonfiction Topics
1. What did you learn from your reading that you did not know before? 

2. Pretend you are a scientist or historian investigating this subject.  Which new fact did you find most surprising?  Why? 

3. Write a paragraph summarizing what you read. 

4. Are any of the real life situations or people that you read about similar to situations that you have experienced before in life?  How are they similar?  How are they different? 

5. Pretend you are a book reviewer.  Express your opinion of the book, your likes and dislikes, in two paragraphs.  Be sure to support your opinions with examples. 

6. Your parents are surprised to see you reading a nonfiction book.  Explain why you chose to read it in a short paragraph. 

7. What techniques does the author use to make this information easy to understand? 

8. What information to you question or think might not be correct?  How might you check it out? 

9. How can you use this information in your life? 

10. Write a “blurb” that would encourage someone else to read the book.

 

 Reader Response Form (Use this format for your blog or written response)
 Title:_________________________________________ Author:______________________________ 
 
	Dates Read
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Page Numbers
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

1. Write a summary about what you read.  Use at least seven sentences with specific details.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Pick either one of the reading strategies (connect, question, or predict) or pick one of the questions/topics (from the sheet).  Write a paragraph (with at least four sentences) using the strategy or answer the question.

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
3. List any unfamiliar words (minimum of 5).  
___________________________________________________
