Watership Down Study Questions for Part  I-The Journey
Characters From Sandleford Warren

Hazel

Fiver (Hrairoo)

Bigwig (Thlayli)

Blackberry

Captain Holly

Acorn

Dandelion

Pipkin (Hlao-roo)

Silver

Hawkbit

Buckthorn

Speedwell

Cowslip’s Group (Warren of Shining Wires)

Cowslip

Strawberry

Nildro-hain

Silverweed

Legendary Rabbits

El-ahrairah

Prince Rainbow

Frith
Chapter One-The Notice Board
1. What is the mood at the beginning of the chapter? Give an example from the chapter that backs up what you said.

2. What did Fiver find that was considered a delicacy by rabbits?

3. Why didn’t Fiver and Hazel eat what they found?

4. What is the meaning of this quote by Hazel: “These are my claws so this is my cowslip, These are my teeth so this is my burrow.”

5. When they approached the gate, what unusual thing did Hazel notice?

6. When Fiver and Hazel reached the gate what happened to Fiver?

7. Describe Fiver’s vision. What did he think it meant?

8. Summarize what the sign said. What does this mean for humans? What impact do you think it could have on the rabbits?

Chapter Two – The Chief Rabbit
1. Describe Fiver’s dream.
2. Of what did Fiver try to convince Hazel?

3. Where did Hazel take Fiver? 

4. Who is the Threarah?

5. What was Bigwig’s job?

6. Although the Threarah was cool and polite, what disrespectful thing did he do over and over to Hazel?

7. What did Fiver tell the Threarah?

8. What embarrassing thing did Fiver do in front of the chief rabbit?

9. What reasons did the chief rabbit give for not needing to leave the warren?

10. What does the last line in the chapter mean?

Chapter Three – Hazel’s Decision
1. What is the setting at the beginning of the chapter?

2. At the beginning of the chapter with whom were Hazel and Fiver talking before Bigwig came upon them?

3. What news about himself did Bigwig bring?

4. What decision does Hazel make?

5. Besides Fiver, who is the first to agree to leave with Hazel?

6. Why was Hazel skeptical about taking Bigwig?

7. Does Bigwig believe in Fiver’s vision?

8. What is fu Inle? Why is it significant in this chapter?

9. About what does Hazel warn Bigwig when they are recruiting others to leave?
Chapter Four – The Departure
1. What kind of feeling do many groups of animals have that lets them know it is time to leave?

2. Which other very small rabbit was persuaded to leave the warren?

3. Describe Hawkbit (according to Hazel)

4. Who met in the ditch after Hawkbit?

5. Which three rabbits did Blackberry bring with him?

6. Name one good thing and one bad thing about Buckthorn.

7. Who did Bigwig bring with him?

8. Describe Silver.

9. Why did Holly come to meet the other rabbits?

10. Was Bigwig captured? Why or why not?

11. What was the path the rabbits took out of the warren? 

Chapter Five – In the Woods
1. Why was Hazel hesitant to follow the brook into the wood?

2. Why did Dandelion call Hazel “El-ahrairah?”

3. Tell the story about El-ahrairah and the pike briefly.

4. Why did they stop among the ferns?

5. When they stopped, what did Hazel ask Dandelion to do?
Chapter 6  - The Story of the Blessing of El-ahrairah
1. Who is Frith?

2. Describe the beginning of time according to Dandelion’s story.

3. What did El-ahrairah want Frith to bless?

4. What gift did Frith give El-ahrairah?

5. What bad thing did Frith give El-ahrairah?

6. Why did Frith want to keep El-ahrairah in the world?

Chapter 7 – The Lendri and the River
1. What is a Lendri?

2. What obstacle did the rabbits come upon after running from the lendri?

3. Can rabbits swim?

4. Who told Hazel’s group they must cross the river?

5. Why did Bigwig think they were safe from the lendri?

Chapter 8 – The Crossing
1. Describe the place they should be looking for, according to Fiver.

2. Why did Hazel say he would wait and not cross with the others at first?

3. When Bigwig swam across the river, what did he see?

4. Who figured out how to get Pipkin and Fiver across the river?

5. How did they get Pipkin and Fiver across the river?

Chapter 9 – The Crow and the Beanfield

1. What is the classification “not-hawk”?

2. What was Hazel following at the beginning of the chapter?

3. Why was Hazel happy about the broad bean plants?

4. Why did Pipkin scream?

5. Why had Pipkin been limping?

6. What did Hazel do to Pipkin’s foot?
Chapter 10 – The Road and the Common

1. What bit of foreshadowing does the beetle provide?

2. What  is a hrududu?
3. What did Bigwig teach Hazel about hrududils?

4. What did they discover in the road besides a hrududu?

5. How did Bigwig explain how the hrududil kill at night?

6. Which three rabbits approached Hazel and told him they wanted to go back?

7. What did Bigwig do the three rabbits while Fiver and Hazel talked?

8. Where did Fiver say they needed to go to be safe?

Chapter 11 – Hard Going

1. What did Bigwig do when Hawkbit asked who was Chief Rabbit?

2. How would Hazel have handled the problem with Hawkbit and his friends differently?

Chapter 12 – The Stranger in the Field

1. In rabbit groups, who usually does the digging of holes?

2. Describe the stranger that the rabbits met.

3. What did the stranger offer them?

4. What does Fiver say about the stranger and his offer?

Chapter 13 – Hospitality

1. What did Hazel’s group decide to do about Cowslip’s invitation?

2. Describe the warren where Cowslip lived.

3. What did Strawberry tell Hazel about their lifestyle?

Chapter 14 – “Like Trees in November”

1. What reactions did Cowslip have to Hazel’s insistence that they silflay?

2. Are there as many rabbits in this new warren as usual?

3. How does Pipkin (Hlao-roo) think the new rabbits seem?

4. What did Cowslip teach Hazel to do?

5. Where did Fiver sleep the first night? Why?

6. What question will Cowslip and Strawberry  not answer?

7. During story time, what was the story that Hazel was going to tell but the new rabbits didn’t want him to?

Chapter 15 – The Story of the King’s Lettuce

1. Which story did Dandelion tell?

2. What was the bet El-ahrairah made with Prince Rainbow?

3. What did Prince Rainbow do after the lettuce was delivered?

Chapter 16 – Silverweed

1. What did Fiver ask Hazel to do so he could get closer to Silverweed?

2. What kind of foreshadowing is the smell of Silverweed to Fiver?

Chapter 17 – The Shining Wire

1. For whom did Hazel and Bigwig go to look?

2. What happened to Bigwig?

3. When Fiver went to get Cowslip to help, what did Cowslip do?

4. What secret were the warren rabbits keeping?

5. What happened to Nildro-hain?

6. Who became a new member of the group?

7. What happened to Bigwig?

8. Did Bigwig survive?

Review for Test:

1. Know the author and why book was written

2. Character matching with description
3. Which character is clairvoyant?

4. Comprehension questions

5. What is Lapine glossary?
6. Be able to compare/contrast Hazel’s group with Cowslip’s group
