Name: ________________________
Date: _________________________

Taking Notes Mrs. Harding Style

I. Your notebook page should be set up like this:

	On this side you are to take notes however you feel most comfortable (outline, bullet point, etc.).  However, information must be grouped/categorized by the red headings in your textbook.  Each of these headings should appear in your notes IN THE FORM OF A QUESTION.  (The hope is that the notes you take for the information contained in that section will answer the question.)
	This side of your notes is intended to be a place to write down your thoughts as you read.  In short, I want to know what you are thinking as you read.  This is called being an active reader.  The more actively you read a text, the better you will both understand and remember the information.  The right hand column notes should be taken AS YOU READ AND TAKE NOTES, NOT AFTER.  Below is a list of the categories of thoughts you might record in this column.


II. Categories of thought for the right side of your notes:

a. Questions:  You can write down questions that pop into your head as you read.  These questions relate specifically to something you do not understand from the text.

b. Connections:   Explain any connections you make as you are reading the text.  Perhaps you have heard of a certain concept in last year’s SS class, or you visited the place it is describing for example.
c. Observations or predictions:  These are thoughts you have about what is explained in the reading.  Perhaps you can predict what might happen next, or you might have a comment on someone’s actions or contributions to an event.  These could also be your (relevant) opinion on the event or issue explained.
d. New Vocabulary:  Write down any words that are new to you, explain what they mean and how the word relates to what you have read.
e. Summaries:  This would be a short summary, in your own words about the main idea of the section you have just read.
