Study Guide for Julius Caesar Unit Test

English II

1. Review Julius Caesar character notes. This will consist of 30 questions dealing with major characters and minor characters.

2. Review Study Guides from all 5 Acts. This will consist of 20 multiple choice questions dealing with the plot of the play.

3. Be prepared to answer the following in an essay (worth half the test grade):

A. Though Julius Caesar focuses on the struggles between powerful men, what role to the common people play? Are they as fickle as Flavius and Murellus claim in the opening scene? How important is their support to the successes of the various military leaders and the outcome of the play? The play depicts Rome at a time of transition between republic and empire-a time in which, theoretically, the Roman people are losing their power. What role do the people play in this transition?

B. Consider Brutus' actions. Is he right to join the conspiracy against Caesar? What are his reasons? Does he choose to join the conspiracy, or is he tricked by Cassius? How do Cassius' motivations compare to Brutus'? Are they more noble or less noble?

C. Julius Caesar, a play about statehood and leadership, is one of the most quoted of Shakespeare's plays in modern-day political speeches. Why do you think this play about conspiracy and assassination might appeal to politicians today? Also, discuss how this play might have been a reflection on Elizabethan politics, keeping in mind that Queen Elizabeth, like Caesar, was an aging heir less leader.

