September 14, 2009
Dear Parents / Guardians,

I am going to begin homework today, Monday, September 14, 2009.  The children will bring it home each night in their homework folder and will be required to complete it and return it the following morning.  Any writing of names, numbers or letters should always be done in pencil – never crayons, markers or ink pens.  Any drawing that they need to do should always be colored.  There will usually be a Homework Sheet each week that states their homework and/or explains any directions.  The homework will always be in the right hand pocket of their Homework Folder.  In the left hand pocket will be any other papers that you need to see.  I am also including a weekly sight words list that needs to be reviewed each night and initialed at the top.  Please leave the information that is in the plastic sleeves in the Homework Folder so we are able to access it easily when needed.  
Please encourage “best Kindergarten work” at all times.  Please give them a quiet area to complete their homework where they are able to concentrate and focus on the work that they are doing.  When they are practicing their handwriting, please remind them about the three handwriting rules – feet under the table, backs against the chair and tummies to the table.

Please emphasize the importance of completing homework every night and make it a priority.  They are expected to do it neatly and on their own.  Obviously, you may offer assistance and “coaching” as needed, especially at first but please do not give them the answer without allowing them time to think for themselves.  After all, you will not be there to assist them during classroom and state mandated tests.

I will keep track of homework on a daily basis.  Each child is allowed 3 misses for emergency situations.  After those excused misses are used up, we will have to make arrangements for your child to complete it either after school dismisses or during another time during the day.

Thank you,
Diana Hertzog
Mrs. Hertzog
