Critical Thinking 

Class Syllabus
“Reading is a means of thinking with another person’s mind; 

it forces you to stretch your own.”
--Charles Scribner, Jr.
This course is based on the shared inquiry model developed by the Great Books Foundation to engage sixth graders in reading for enjoyment and learning.  Grades will be based on written assignments as well as participation in class and independent reading time.  There will be many discussions and opportunities to share ideas and thoughts.  As such, respect for others will be insisted upon at all times.  We will use CHAMPs in our classroom to govern behavior and expectations (you’ll see more on that in class).  Please make sure you log on to the grade portal regularly to check grades as well as any messages.  You may also check my Schoolnotes website (http://new.schoolnotes.com/hopestrickland32250/) for weekly updates and assignments.  Parents may call the school (247-5929 ext. 1624) to leave a message or e-mail me at stricklanh@duvalschools.org.  I believe in communication between home and school!

Supplies:  

· Pen/pencil EVERY day.  (A personal pencil sharpener would be helpful as well.)

· One two-pocket folder (to stay in class; please fill it with loose-leaf notebook paper as needed)
· Composition Notebook to stay in class

· Independent Reading material (appropriate book or magazine) DAILY

· Colored pencils/markers (optional)

You need to have these items by next Monday, February 1, 2010.  At home, students should have access to a dictionary or www.dictionary.com on-line.

Grades will be earned as follows:

25% Independent Reading


25% Composition Notebook


25% Vocabulary/comprehension development exercises


25% Shared Inquiry Discussion (SID)/Creative Writing/Artistic Expression exercises

Please read and review this paper, front and back, with your child.  Sign the bottom portion and return ONLY the bottom portion so you may have the other information as reference.  Thank you! (
Student Name (please print):_____________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print): _______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: _________________

Local phone # to reach you during school: _____________________ e-mail: ____________________

On occasion, we may view movies that relate to the course or a short story we have read.  Please initial below giving or withholding your permission for this activity.  Thanks!

______ My child has permission to view PG movies.    _____ My child does NOT have permission to view PG movies
(Initial here)




          (Initial here)

Make-up Work and Getting Help:
Students should make up exercises and tasks as soon as possible upon return from an absence.  Students need to make arrangements with me to make up work they are unable to complete in class.  Because our class books are not available for students to take home, make-up work must be done in class or before school.  Students should check my new.schoolnotes.com site (or ONCOURSE) or ask me for worked missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to get make-up work!  I am available most Thursday mornings @ 8:45 for help sessions, but you must tell me the day before to get a pass. ( 

Class Expectations:
Students are expected to follow the FMS Steps to Success.


A—Accept responsibility for your own actions.


B—Be accountable for your own success. 


C—Come prepared mentally, physically and with supplies to learn.
Students should be on time and bring their planner and a book or magazine to read EVERY day!

Students should be cooperative and respectful to all at all times.

Students should leave backpacks, all electronic equipment, toys, food and drinks (with the exception of a packed lunch during 2nd period) in their lockers.  

Students should follow the DCPS Student Code of Conduct and the FMS Dress Code (including the wearing of school ID) at all times.

Students should express their ideas and feelings about the readings we share in class.

If you wish to donate any items, here are a few things we need:

Kleenex, hand sanitizer, computer paper, markers

I look forward to working with you the rest of the semester! 

Hope Strickland

