                                                 South Rowan High School 

                                                        Course Syllabus

                                                              Fall 2011

Title of Course:  Introduction to Algebra       Teacher’s Name: Mr. Hunter

E – Mail: hunterrl@rss.k12.nc.us                   Voice Mail: (704)857-1161 Ext. 127

Course Description:  This course is the first in a two part sequence that will cover basic algebra.  Algebra builds on the knowledge of arithmetic skills with a study of rational numbers, relationships and functions, systems of linear equations, polynomials, quadratic equations, algebraic fractions, and radical expressions.  Students will use the graphing calculators when necessary.  There is a comprehensive final at the end of the semester.

Course Goals:  The learner will perform operations with numbers and expressions to solve problems.  The learner will describe geometric figures in the coordinate plane algebraically.  The learner will collect, organize and interpret data with matrices and linear models to solve problems.  The learner will use relations and functions to solve problems.

Textbook:  Algebra 1 – Glencoe mathematics

Supplementary materials (Provided in class):  Workbook and graphing calculator. (All students can earn extra credit by bringing in AAA batteries for the calculators.)

Other Materials (PROVIDED BY THE STUDENT): 3 – Ring binder, paper and pencils.

Classroom expectations:

1. Be prepared for class with all needed materials and be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. No food is allowed in class at any time.  This includes potato chips, sunflower seeds, etc.

3. Work must be turned in on time.  Late work is not accepted.

4. Respect each other and the teacher.

5. All cell phones, ipods, and all other electronic devices will be turned off and put away before class begins.

6. Use the restroom and get water before the bell.  No one leaves my class to get water or go to the restroom for the first hour of class.

7. No sleeping allowed in class.  If you put your head on your desk, I will make you stand up or send you out if it continues to be a problem.

8. Do not work on assignments for other classes during my class time.

9. Do not speak unless you are recognized.

10.  All work is to be written in pencil.  No ink pens are allowed.  10 points will be deducted from any work written in ink.

11. Anyone who is late to class must get a pass to class from the office.

Grading Policies:  Tests 50%, homework/classwork 25%, and quizzes 25%

Homework Policies:  Homework will be assigned every day.  Expect to spend 45 minutes per night doing Algebra and about two hours on weekends. If no specific homework is given, then your homework is to work problems out of your workbook from the section covered in class that day.  

Quizzes:  Quizzes are possible at any time during the class.  You should expect one any time you come to class.

Late work policies:  The student is responsible for making up any assignments missed while absent.  I will not remind you.  You are in high school so you will take responsibility for this.  The number of days a student is out is the number of days after they are back that all assignments are due.  For example, if a student is absent on Monday and Tuesday, when they return on Wednesday they get their assignments, and they are due on Friday.  Late work will only be accepted from people who have been absent.  

Tests:  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter.  

Parent conferences:  If a parent wishes to have a conference with me, a conference can be scheduled for my planning period, after school, or I will have a phone conference. All parent conferences not over the phone will have a member of the guidance or administration staff present.  The student is required to be there as well.  All conferences will be conducted in a normal tone of voice by all who are involved.  I can be contacted by: 

Phone: (704)857-1161 ext. 127


Email: hunterrl@rss.k12.nc.us
School Notes Page:  http://new.schoolnotes.com/hunterrl/
I look forward to a good semester.  It will take a lot of hard work on my part as well as each of the students to make this a successful semester.  

Keys to success in my class:

1. Come to class daily.

2. Stay focused in class, do not let yourself get distracted.

3. Ask for help when you need it.

4. Ask for help when you need it.

5. Do not wait until the day before a test to ask for help.  As soon as you feel you don’t understand something, ask for help.

6. Do all homework and study every night.

