· Journal directions (which must be followed in order to receive full credit for journal entries):

· Start each new entry on a new paper

· Label each entry with the date and entry number

· Do not skip lines

· Do not write on both sides of the page

· At least one full page is required (if you do not finish in class you must complete your entry as homework)

· If you are absent it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and do it, including journal entries!

· Journal #1: December 15, 2008.  Reflect on the topic of having respect for beliefs that are different from your own.  

· (1) Can you think of an example of a time when someone did not respect a belief that is important to you?  How did it make you feel?  

· (2) Can you think of examples from history (or even the nightly news) where someone’s beliefs were not respected?  Explain the situation(s) and then reflect on how you might feel in a similar situation.

· Journal #2: December 17, 2008.  Your choice of the following topics (or a combination of the two):

· (1)  FICTION.  Imagine that, like “the very earliest times,” words are still magical, and that “what people wanted to happen could happen” (189).  Write a short story about the effects of the magical powers of words.

· (2)  NONFICTION.  Today words have lost their “magic” in more ways than one!  List and explain some of you language pet peeves.  Which words, phrases, or topics of discussion really bug you and why?
· Journal #3: January 8, 2009.

· Nearly all world cultures have a creation myth, or an explanation of how the earth and its inhabitants came to exist.  How do you explain the creation of the earth and its inhabitants?  According to your beliefs, where do humans come from, and what is the purpose of our existence?  What are some of the other creation myths you have heard?

· Journal #4: January 13, 2009.

· If you were to suddenly become rich and famous, how would you handle it?  Would you try to be the same person, or would you turn into something else?  If you had power over others, would you abuse it?  What if one of your friends suddenly became rich and famous?  Would you be jealous?  Does it depend on the friend and whether or not he or she changes?

· Journal #5: January 27, 2009.

· Beginning in chapter three, and continuing throughout Night, Elie experiences a major shift in his world view.  He has transitioned from a deeply religious student of the cabbala to a young man who doubts the existence of a deity.  Consider your own world view: how do you perceive the universe?  Is it created?  Is it an accident?  Is it an illusion?  Is it orderly, planned, and systematic, or is it random, coincidental, and chaotic?  Do you believe that your faith could be shattered if faced with circumstances like those depicted in Night?
· Journal #6: January 29, 2009
· How informed are you on world issues?  What are your sources of information on what is happening around the world?  Have you heard of recent instances of genocide?  Where have these recent events taken place and what happened?  What do you think American knew about the Holocaust as it was happening?  Do you think that the events depicted in Night could occur today, given our improved media capabilities?  Would the world try to intervene?  Why or why not?
· Journal #7:  February 4, 2009

· In chapter 6 of Night, Elie witnesses the worst of human nature (the SS seem to enjoy killing people; the Rabbi’s son abandons his father).  However, the SS guards also try to encourage their exhausted prisoners (a real paradox!).  Describe “human nature.”  Is it essentially good, bad, or neutral?  Are humans naturally loving and sacrificial, or are we naturally selfish and cruel?  Or does it all depend on circumstances?  AND / OR In chapter seven of Night Elie relates two separate instances of supposed acts of charity crossing a line and turning into something far more sinister.  One could even argue that in each case, ordinary citizens became evil, torturing innocent victims for their own entertainment.  Do you believe that evil exists?  If so, where does it come from?  If not, how do you explain the examples we see in Night or even on the evening news?  Why do bad things happen in the world, even to good people?  Why do good people sometimes do bad things?

· Journal #8: February 11, 2009
Background:  Caesar’s supporters wanted to make him king; members of the conspiracy wanted to avoid having a king at all costs.

· What if the supporters of a popular American president began a movement to make that president king?  How does this go against the American governmental system?  Why would most people not support the movement?  What connotations does “kingship” have that “presidency” does not?
· Journal #9: February 18, 2009
· What does civic duty mean to you?  What are you willing to do for your community?  For your country?  For the world?  What are examples of things that others have done in the name of civic duty?  What typically inspires a sense of civic duty?  Have you felt that inspiration, whether you’ve been able to act on it or not?  (ie: 9/11?  Katrina?  Darfur?  The tsunami?)  Can you think of examples of civic duty gone awry?

· Journal #10: February 25, 2008
· Lord Acton, a British nobleman, said in 1887, “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  Caesar was on the verge of being granted absolute power; do you believe that this makes his assassination justifiable?  Why or why not?
