Book-a-Quarter Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Characters
	Little or no discussion of important characters and the ways in which they change
	Fairly basic information regarding characters; little explanation of the ways in which characters change
	Some description of characters’ personalities, feelings, and appearances; evidence of explanation of the ways in which characters change
	Detailed description of characters’ personalities, feelings, and appearances; thoughtful explanation of the ways in which characters change   

	Conflicts
	Little or no discussion of important conflicts and how characters involved deal with them
	Fairly basic explanation of conflicts; little evidence of how characters involved deal with the conflicts
	Important conflicts explained; evidence of how characters involved deal with the conflicts
	Important conflicts explained in detail; clear evidence of how characters involved deal with the conflicts

	Connections
	Meaningful connections with the text are essentially absent
	Fairly basic connections with the text; little explanation of connections provided
	Evidence of meaningful connections made with the text; some explanation of connections provided
	Thoughtful connections made with the text; detailed explanation of connections provided

	Literary Devices
	Little or no explanation of literary devices 

	Some examples of literary devices are present but may lack explanations or are not meaningful; several may be inaccurately identified

	Examples of literary devices are present and explanations are included; most are accurately identified
	Meaningful examples of literary devices are present and accurately identified; page numbers and clear explanations are included
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Book-a-Quarter Assignment


Each quarter, you will need to select a book to read on your own. While you have some freedom in choosing the book you wish to read, you must get the book approved by a teacher; this way, we can make sure that the book you choose is not too easy or too difficult for you. 


In addition to reading the book, you will be required to complete FOUR summaries. After choosing your book, you should divide the total number of pages by four and insert sticky-notes on the appropriate pages. This makes it easy to remember when you should stop reading and complete a summary. Each summary will be broken down into four categories: Characters, Conflicts, Connections, and Literary Devices. A description of what needs to be included in each of these categories can be found below.

Characters

Give detailed physical descriptions of the main characters. In addition, make sure to discuss their personalities, feelings, and the ways in which they interact with other characters in the book. In most young adult literature, characters change as a result of the problems they face, so you must also provide explanations of how your characters grow and mature throughout the book. Try to include at least four characters in each of your summaries (depending on the book, however, this may not be possible; please see me ahead of time if this is the case). 
Conflicts

Another word for conflict is “problem.” In this section of your summary, you must describe the major problems the main characters face and explain how they deal with them. Remember that not all conflicts are external (i.e. a fight, a terrible storm, etc). Characters also undergo internal conflicts, which means they are forced to make tough decisions and deal with emotional struggles. You need to include two conflicts in each of your summaries.
Connections

There are three types of connections that can be made with books: text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world. In a text-to-text connection, you compare characters or events from one book with characters or events from a book or movie. A text-to-self connection is made by putting yourself in a character’s shoes and exploring how you would react in a certain situation. Finally, text-to-world connections connect something from a book with a real-life event. You need to include two connections in each of your summaries.
Literary Devices

Literary devices are important tools that authors use to strengthen their writing and to enhance the overall story. In many cases, it is the effective use of these devices that separates quality literature from, well, garbage. For each of your four summaries, you need to identify two specific literary devices used and explain, in detail, how they affect your understanding of the novel. There are many different devices, but below is the list of the ones with which you are probably the most familiar:

metaphor – a comparison between two unlike things that does not contain a “comparing word” (He’s a pig)
simile – a comparison between two things that contains a “comparing word” such as like, as, or resembles (Her eyes are like the stars in the sky)
personification – assigning human qualities to inanimate objects (The water sprinted over the edge of the cliff)
imagery – detailed description that creates a picture in readers’ minds
symbolism – when something represents something else (i.e. the American flag could symbolize freedom)

hyperbole – a figure of speech involving exaggeration (He is 1,000 feet tall)

foreshadowing – hints of what is to come later in the plot of a story (a knife on the kitchen counter seen by a character in Chapter 1 of a novel could suggest future violence)
alliteration – the repetition of a consonant sound (The roaring, raging river rushed at Rachel) 

*Remember that for each of the four books you will read on your own this year, you need to have FOUR summaries. That means you will be doing a total of SIXTEEN by the end of the year. You will have some class time throughout the year to work on this assignment. However, a good portion of this will most likely have to be done at home, so don’t fall behind.  Also, remember that a copy of this assignment and rubric can always be found on my schoolnotes.com page.

