Book-a-Quarter Summary Example—The Tale of Despereaux (Chapters 1 – 3)

Characters

Despereaux – He will probably be the main character of the story. He is the only mouse in his litter that survived, and he is different from other mice. He has very big ears, a tiny body, and he was born with his eyes open. He also listens to strange sounds in the castle, and he appears to enjoy reading.

Antoinette – Despereaux’s mother. She seems to only care about herself, and she’s mean to her son when she calls him a disappointment. Physical appearance is very important to her.

Lester – Despereaux’s father. We don’t know a lot about him yet, but he seems disappointed in his son as well.  

Furlough – Despereaux’s brother. He tries to teach Despereaux to scurry, but Despereaux is too interested in the interesting sounds in the castle.

Merlot – Despereaux’s sister. She tries to teach Despereaux to nibble pages of books, but Despereaux would rather read the words than eat them. Merlot decides to tell her parents about this problem.

Conflicts


One major conflict in this section is that Despereaux is very small, he looks different from other mice, and his family members make fun of him for it. He deals with this conflict by simply accepting what the other mice say about him because he can’t really argue it—the things they say about him are true. This is an internal conflict, because Despereaux has to find a way to deal with teasing.
 Another conflict is that he is always sick. In fact, several of his family members think that he might die soon because he appears to be so weak. So far in the book, it’s unclear if his sickness is going to prevent him from surviving, but this is something that he’ll probably have to battle for most of the book. This is an external conflict because he may not be strong enough to survive tough situations.
Connections

One connection is a text-to-text. In another book I read, called A Girl Named Disaster, the main character, Nhamo, gets picked on by the people of her village because she is not as beautiful as some of the other girls. This is unfair, and it is the same sort of thing that Despereaux is going through. Both characters have to find ways to deal with the cruelty of others.

Another connection I can make is a text-to-self. When I was younger, my friends would always get together and play video games. They would invite me, but most of the time I wanted to stay home and read. Sometimes at school, they would pick on me and call me names because I was more interested in reading than playing games with them. This is kind of what Despereaux is going through, because he won’t eat the pages of the book like his sister does—he’d rather read them.

Literary Devices
Personification: “The April sun, weak but determined, shone through a castle window and from there squeezed itself through a small hole in the wall and placed one golden finger on the little mouse.” (page 13)

This passage gives human qualities to the sun. It’s important because it shows that the sun is determined to find a way to reach Despereaux, which suggests that he is an unusual and important character.

Simile: “They look more like donkey ears, if you ask me.” (page 17)

Despereaux’s uncle, Alfred, makes this comment. This is significant because it shows that Despereaux’s family members do not like the fact that he is different, and they mistreat him rather than support him.

