 Name: _____________________________________



Date:___________


For this book you will be writing an essay.  The components of the essay are outlined below.  I will accept a typed or cursive copy of the essay.  
1. Introductory paragraph.  In this paragraph you need to identify the book, author, and topics you will be writing about (summary, the relationship between the main character and one other character, what the author thinks about the main character, and one connection you can make to the story from your own life).

2. Summary-this is to be done in three paragraphs using the major conflict in the story and how it is resolved.  It is not to be a retelling of the story.  You must identify the main conflict or problem, how it affects the main characters, and how they overcome or resolve the problem.  You must use details and examples from the book to clearly explain the problem, how you know what the affects are and how it was resolved.
3. Relationship section-this is to be 2-3 paragraphs long.  It will describe the relationship between the main character and one other character in the story.  Again, you must use details/examples from the story to describe the relationship.  Questions to think about (you are not required to answer these, they are only guides/idea generators): Are they friends, enemies?  Are they concerned about each other? Do they love, hate, support, oppose each other?  How do you know what they feel about one another?  Look for examples of how they acted towards each other, how they spoke to each other or spoke about the other character.

4. Author’s view of the main character-to be 2-3 paragraphs long.  What does the author think of the main character?  Does he/she like, dislike, respect, feel angry towards, approve of the main character?  How do you know this?  What does the author have the main character do or say that gives you clues?  What does the author have other characters say or do that let you know what he/she thinks about the main character?  Use details/examples to support your opinion.

5. Connection-This is to be one to three paragraphs long.  When you read a story, you often feel connected to a character or situation.  You may feel that you can relate to or understand how they feel based on something you have experienced in your life.  Identify and describe how you can relate to or understand one of the characters in the story.  The events that take place in the story may not be the same as in your life but the emotions or outcomes from the events can be similar.  Things to consider but you do not have to answer-The way something improves or harms the characters life may be similar-did it help them to learn something?  Did it help them to get along with another character better?  Did they learn something about themselves?
6. Closing paragraph-this can be a done as your opinion/recommendation of the story.
Book selection date:____________  Progress review date __________Final due date_______
Scoring Rubric 
Introductory paragraph (3 pts)-  it should contain the author, title, and brief description of what the essay is about. Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.

Summary (15 pts) – It should have three paragraphs.  One with the problem identified, one that describes how it affects the main characters, and one that says how the problem is overcome/resolved.  The paragraphs should be 4-8 sentences in length.   Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.  Good, relevant details/examples should be included.

Relationship (10 pts) – this section should have a description of what type of relationship the characters have with one another.  This description must be supported with at least four examples from the story.  Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.

Author’s viewpoint (10) – this section should have a description of what the author thinks about the main character.  It should be supported with at least three examples from the story.  Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.

Personal connection (10) – Describe how you can relate to one of the characters in the story.  You must include details from the story and your own life to make the comparison complete.  Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.

Closing paragraph (3 pts) – you must briefly describe your opinion of the book.  Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion will be evaluated.

Transitions (5 pts) – some attempt to show a transition between each section must be made.  Transitions can include having the subject of the last sentence of one section be the same as the first sentence in the next section.  They may also use transition words (next, later, after, then).
Name: _______________________________________

Section ________________________________________________________

Topic sentence _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Detail 1 - ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Detail 2 - _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Detail 3 - ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Detail 4 - _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Transition sentence to next section _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
